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Members of the Public:

1
15/10
Apologies for absence
David Shannon, Rhian Woods, Nick Greaves, Charles Rowton-Lee, Rodney Mann- District Councillor.

16/10 
Election of Vice-Chairman
Roger Beattie nominated Angie Paterson and this was seconded by Ian Hill. There were no other nominations.

Resolved: That Angie Paterson be elected at Vice-Chairman.
17/10   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.


David Tindale, Tony Williamson and Angie Paterson all declared a prejudicial interest in the Church Hall issue. They signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.
18/10
Minutes of the Full Council  Meeting on 12th January 2010  to be signed as a correct record 

With a change to Minute 11/10 Britain in Bloom of ‘resubmit’ instead of ‘submit’ that it is:

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
19/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

Salting and Gritting (Minute 14/10 Refers)

Council noted its Resolution of December 2009  


As it is not Watlington Parish Council’s formal responsibility, we adopt a policy


of  NOT salting or gritting the pavements in town in freezing conditions.  This decision 

was arrived at because of the lack of explicit guidance on our liabilities and 


responsibilities from SODC, 
OCC, OALC and our Insurance Company, and because we 


have only limited resources that could be used for this.   

20/10
Public Questions  

There had been no public questions notified.
21/10
District Councillors Report – Angie Paterson
Budget – There was a Scrutiny Committee earlier this evening at SODC following a Budget Meeting last night which recommended a 0% change. SODC have not yet had the Police figure yet but it is usually high.

Audit Commission – SODC has been very highly commended by them particularly in the way the Council is run. SODC is one of the best Councils in the Country for Value for Money. The money saved by its joint venture with the Vale of the White Horse to date has been around £1/2M. 
Polytunnel in field adjacent to Oak Tree Farm – Angie Paterson reported that she had seen the query raised by the Clerk to Enforcement at SODC.
Bins for the Church Hall – Angie Paterson reported that she still does not have the information on this issue.
22/10
County Councillors Report 

There was no report sent by Roger Belson
New Traffic Orders – David Tindale reported that the final decision on this will be made on 11th February 2010. He has spoken to Malcolm Bowler and reported that virtually everything we asked for has been accounted for. The only change that we asked for which has not been done is the limited waiting period for Saturdays – we asked for 9-1pm and they will be putting 9-5pm. It was noted that OCC have received no letters of objection to this. 
Resolved: That we do not make any submissions to the Transport Committee meeting on the 11/2/10 and that we inform our County Councillor of this. It was also agreed that we ask Roger Belson to commend the officers on how pleased we are with the work that they have done on this issue.

David Tindale stated that these new orders will not be implemented until September/October at the earliest.

23/10
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts. He then proposed that the list of payments be settled.  


Resolved: That the Chairman signs the Balance of the Accounts and that the Accounts of Payment for February be paid.

24/10
Committees:
A: FINANCE
 -  Tony Williamson

There has been no meeting

B: PLANNING – 2/2/2010 – David Tindale
Planning Membership 

Resolved: That Barry Adby becomes a member of the Planning Committee.

39 High Street – The committee was very disappointed with the approval from SODC on this retrospective planning application. The brick and flint wall will now be downgraded to a plain brick wall.

Planning Award – The committee will shortly be having a site visit to 3 properties that are on the shortlist.

C: STRATEGY – 26/2/2010 – David Tindale

Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council

Watlington Distinctiveness Proposal – It was resolved at this meeting not to actively proceed with the Miller Proposal but to take this issue forward when potential support is available.


Air Quality – Angie Paterson reported on this and we await the minutes from the SODC Steering Committee.
NERC Act 2006 – Cynth Nappar will be giving the Strategy Committee a presentation on this.
OCC Local Transport Plan Review – Neil Boddington is drafting a response to this consultation.
At this point in the meeting, David Tindale, Angie Paterson and Tony Williamson left the room. Ian Hill then introduced the next item on the Church Hall

Church Hall Issue

Resolved:  That in view of the responses to the Watlington Speaks questionnaire; the opinions expressed by a number of members of the community at the meeting on 20 January and the PCC’s indication that it would be willing to consider proposals for alternative management arrangements that Council would only be willing to discuss further involvement in retaining the church hall if they can see a Business Plan demonstrating the viability of the hall and a copy of the Structural Survey.
This would then mean the Parish Council will be able to respond to any suggestions that may come from the WCHC or PCC. These two bodies need to have a dialogue together and the WCHC would need to put together a business plan.
Resolved: That Ian Hill will draft a letter to the PCC and WCHC stating that it is important that they talk to each other and stating that the Parish Council would be happy to act as a mediator if necessary.
It was noted that Mike Gardener is not the Chairman of the PCC

Letter from Tim Horton (Letter No 360)
A letter had been received from Tim Horton asking 5 specific questions to the Strategy Committee. (NB: Questions have been précised).

Resolved:That a reply be sent to Tim Horton’s questions with the following answers:
Question 1 – Is the Strategy Committee aware of the six aims of the Watlington Church Hall Concern (WCHC) body and can they be realised?

Yes we are aware of the WCHC and their aims but that WPC are not in agreement with Aim 3

Question 2 – Is the Strategy Committee aware of the anger  that even basic repair work is not being carried out and that WCHC are asking the PCC to carry out urgent works?.

Yes 

Resolved: That WPC write to the Trustees of the Maria Cook Trust asking if they can ensure that the church hall does not deteriorate any further whilst discussions are being held with other bodies on its future.

Question 3 – Is the Strategy Committee aware that subject to the full withdrawal of all proposals to remove the church hall and/or to develop housing proposals on adjacent land WCHC will act with others to generate funds etc for work that would better secure a future for the building as an available social space?.

We are aware of this.

Question 4 – Is the Strategy Committee aware of the new proposal by the Church and the Trustees of the Maria Cook Trust to place 2 or 3 buildings in the area in blatant defiance of the Character Study on Watlington in 1996 that was endorsed by the WPC?

We are aware of the issues on this land

Question 5 – Will the Strategy Committee not recommend to Full Council any scheme that involves treating with church bodies whilst they persist in raising schemes that are against the interest of the town people as expressed in the Watlington Speaks exercise and in petitions prior to consultation?

Council would not like to be seen putting any limits on talking to people. This does not seem to be a positive thing to do. It is important that dialogue be maintained.


D. OPERATIONS -17/01/2010 – Roger Beattie
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council
Community Office Electricity – Barry Adby is hopeful that we can get the supply taken over by Scottish and Southern Electricity. 
Hedge Cutting in the Car Park – This is scheduled to take place on March 1st. Poster and notices will be put out in advance.
Street Wardens – It was agreed that work on a list of guidelines to give to our street wardens which would hopefully utilise this network more efficiently. 
E.  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report

F.   PAVILION -25/01/10 – Tony Williamson
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.
Dog Dirt on Sports Field – Tony Williamson reported that he has had a chat with our PCSO on this. She has authority to take action if this happens on parish owned land, so there is no need to have a by-law. Angie Paterson stated that this is a very recent power which has been give to PCSO’s, they also have powers regarding littering etc which have been called the New Enviro Crimes. 
Resolved: That we put a piece into the Watlington Times about the new Enviro Crimes.
G:  BRITAIN IN BLOOM – Meeting held on 4/2/2010 – Ian Hill
At the recent meeting planters were discussed and more information is being sought re costs, plants etc. Neil Hammatt will come to a Strategy meeting with specimens in the near future.

Tony Williamson said that there is a firm on the industrial estate which work with Corian who are experimenting with making planters out of this material and it may be having a word with them. Ian Hill said that the recent Gardeners Question Time was a very enjoyable evening even though it was not very well attended. Terry Jackson is presently re-designing the plan for Mansle Gardens.
25/10
Standing Order – New Orders from NALC – (these were attached to the Agenda)
Resolved: That this be a main topic for the next Strategy Committee meeting. Tony Williamson and the Clerk to go through these orders before the meeting.
26/10
Youth Café to be located in the Recreation Ground- Request from Youth Club


· Watlington Youth Club would like to place in the Recreation Ground a portable accommodation unit 32'x10'  for use as a youth cafe for up to two years subject to planning permission being granted and ask the Permission of the Parish Council to locate it in the position as shown on the map

 

· The youth club would undertake the cost of hire of the unit also all the necessary ground work and cost of supply of water power and drainage

 

· The youth club would pay to the Pavilion committee a service charge for supply of power and water.

 

· The youth club would insure the building and contents.

 

· The youth club would cover the cost of removal of the unit and making good the ground after removal

 

· The cafe will be run by a youth committee and  managed by responsible person ( CRB  checked).

  

· The Watlington Youth Club would also hire a toilet unit and cover cost of same from  April 2010 until October 2010.

· The Youth Club would request that Watlington Parish Council be asked to cover the cost of cleaning and hire cost of the toilet unit only after October 2010.

 

The above issues were discussed. Tony Williamson stated that he was not sure if we would need to have a legal agreement with the Youth Club. He also asked to see the Youth Committee minute in which they resolved to take on responsibility and costs for this project. Angie Paterson said it would be ideal to have this on a temporary basis to be able to see how successful it is without having to put up a permanent building. Tony Williamson said that he was not in agreement with the resolution mooted as he felt we should see the minutes of the Youth Committee meeting

Resolved: That the Youth Club go ahead with putting in a Planning Application. There will need to be an agreement on how it will be managed and that the Parish Council would need to be given the full costs of the toilet unit and maintenance costs before it could discuss the request that WPC cover the cleaning and hire cost of the toilet unit.
Regarding location of the units it was:

Resolved: That option 1 would be the best location.(copy of map in file)
27/10
Recreation Ground Fitness Equipment 

A number of different makes of equipment have been looked at and the RSS equipment has been found to be the best and most robust. A cost exercise has been done with a total of £13,034.51 needed. A grant application has been sent of to TOE and other applications will be sent and therefore there will be no need for any funding from the Parish Council apart from the £831.83 which has already been allocated. The equipment proposed is for 8 units which covers all body fitness groups. 



Resolved: That we approve retrospectively the grant application which have been submitted and that we approve that grant applications to the Charities and the Co-op be submitted.
28/10
Correspondence for Information - List Attached to Agenda


Letter No 360 –Tim Horton re Church Hall– Discussed above.


Letter No 378 – Angela Morris re Bins at Chestnut Place – passed to our District Councillor.


All other letters have been passed to the relevant committees.

29/10
Representation on other bodies – To note reports that have been received

Thames Valley Police – PC Ian Kent
Just to keep the WPC updated we ran a speed enforcement Operation on 1/2/2010 on the B4009 Britwell Rd exiting Watlington as part of our ongoing response to community concerns. We ran the Operation with Roads Policing who deployed their Speed Laser Device from 0800 to 1000 Hrs . During this period the highest speed recorded was 32 MPH for two cars with the remainder below 30 MPH ( the main bulk in the mid to low 20’s ) .This may have been due in part to the very cold weather as a number of drivers slow considerably on experiencing the icy conditions therefore slowing everything down. 

 

Due to the above no Fixed Penalty Notices were given out for speeding but a van was stopped for no Vehicle Excise Licence which turned out to be uninsured , therefore it was seized and the driver given a £ 200 Fixed Penalty Notice for driving with no insurance.

 

With regard to the Speeding issues in the above location and others in and around Watlington the Local Neighbourhood Police team will continue to conduct various Operations.

Twinning Committee- Alan Craddock
The town has been leafleted about the 20th Anniversary Celebrations in Mansle 27-31st May 2010. All details about the trip are on the leaflet. They are having a stall on Saturday in the High Street and will answer any questions that anyone has about the visit.


The above reports were noted.
30/10
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

The Bread Bin, High Street – An application will be submitted in due course for a Certificate of Lawful Use for this property.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.50pm and went into Confidential Session to discuss the issue of the Sports Field Rent
According to:

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the


 Community Office at 8pm on Tuesday 9th February 2010
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