Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council
Held in the Community Office
at 8pm on Tuesday 12th January 2010

Present:
Councillors:


Angie Paterson





Ian Hill





Charles Rowton-Lee





Ted Backhouse





Barry Adby





Roger Beattie





Ian Hill





Tony Williamson





Neil Boddington





Rhian Woods





David Tindale





Nick Greaves
Officer:


Kristina Tynan

Press:



Jennifer Maxfield – Henley Standard
Members of the Public:
2 
Angie Paterson chaired the meeting until Election of Chairman
01/10
Apologies for absence

David Shannon

02/10 
Chairman's remarks
Angie Paterson confirmed that she had tendered her resignation as Chairman of the Council just prior to the meeting. She said that Councillors will have been aware that she accepted the position again in May with some hesitation being concerned that she would not have the time to give the position what it needed. Angie Paterson stated that she has thought about it long and hard and decided that the new year was the right time for change and although it was not an easy decision she felt that it was the right thing to do for Council. She stated that she hoped to be able to continue with specific projects especially those that link with the role as District Councillor. She added her personal thanks to Kristina for all the help and support she had given in her time as Chairman and also to Ian Hill.
Ian Hill thanked Angie Paterson for all her work. He said that she had led the Council well during her time as Chairman, and had helped to keep it focussed on its business.
03/10   Election of Chairman
Roger Beattie nominated Ian Hill and Tony Williamson seconded. There were no other nominations.
Resolved: That Ian Hill be elected as Chairman. Ian Hill signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and then chaired the rest of the meeting.
04/10   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.

There were none
05/10
Minutes of the Full Council  Meeting on 8th December 2009  to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
06/10
Matters arising from the Minutes
(Minute 162/09 refers)Grass Cutting – It was resolved that we continue with the Berinsfield Community Business until 31/3/2011 and re-tender for the contract to run from 1/4/2011 at the December Full Council 2009 meeting. The Operations Committee meeting will be looking at the tender document in July 2010. 
(Minute 158/09 refers) Meeting with PCC – Ian Hill will report on this at the next Strategy Meeting.  The Church Hall will be an item on the January Strategy Agenda.

(Minute 162/09 refers)Watlington Distinctiveness Potential Project 


Resolved: That this issue be discussed at the next Strategy meeting.
07/10
Public Questions  

There were no public questions notified.

08/10
District Councillors Report
Refuse Collection – During the snow many of the refuse vehicles have been unable to get round many roads and many of the employees were diverted onto clearing and salting the roads.  The District Council has done its best to keep residents informed and she had circulated email updates as widely as possible. Most people had been understanding. As from next week the normal schedule will be returned to. If in doubt residents can put out both bins. Verdant will take any extra rubbish over the next few weeks if left out in bags. 
During the bad weather the office has been giving out information to residents and traders on any changes to the rubbish collection as information has been received from SODC.
 
Rhian Woods reported that tonight the bins were still being emptied at 6pm which is very commendable.

Local Development Framework – This had been deferred to the Cabinet meeting to be held in March/April.

Air Quality – A Steering Group will be set up later this month and Angie Paterson will report back to Council. A certain amount is DEFRA controlled. The work that the Parish Council has done on traffic issues in Watlington will be passed onto the Steering Committee.

09/10
County Councillors Report 

There was no report

10/10
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts. He then proposed that the list of payments be settled.  


Resolved: That the Chairman signs the Balance of the Accounts and that the Accounts of Payment for January be paid.

11/10
Committees:
A: FINANCE
 - There has been no meeting.

B: PLANNING – 5/1/2010
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.

David Tindale reported that there was only one application to discuss which was not contentious. Regarding the changes to the SODC Planning Process we have sent our comments on this.

Land at Oak Tree Farm – The appeal was held this morning at SODC. Robert Barber the Vice-Chairman of Planning spoke on our behalf. He presented pictures from 3 years ago and how the land looks now. Robert Barber was unable to tell which way the Inspector will rule on this appeal. The appellant allowed the Inspector and 1 resident to view his land later on in the day.

Angie Paterson said that she was present at the early part of the appeal. She thanked Robert Barber for speaking clearly and concisely on this issue and asked for the Parish Council to record our thanks to him. We will have to await the Inspector’s decision. 

C: STRATEGY – There has been no meeting.


D. OPERATIONS – There has been no meeting.

E.  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.
F.   PAVILION – There has been no meeting.
G:  BRITAIN IN BLOOM – Meeting held on 17/12/2009
Gardeners Question Time will be going ahead on Wednesday 27th January at the Town Hall. Discussion took place on extra signage which will be a recommendation to the Strategy Committee. An application to TOE will be submitted.
12/10
Correspondence for Information - List Attached to Agenda

Correspondence will only be discussed if urgent and if it cannot be passed to the relevant committee to discuss.

All correspondence has been passed onto the relevant committees.
13/10
Representation on other bodies – To note reports that have been received

No reports have been received.
14/10
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

Christmas Reception 2009 – Angie Paterson stated that the Chairman of SODC said that he very much enjoyed the reception and did not know of any other parish who thanked the community in this way.
2 High Street/Road Widening of Shirburn Street – Rhian Woods stated that she has been approached by the freehold owner of 2 High Street (ex travel agent and Swaggers shop units).  He has lived locally for the last several decades, has a lot of knowledge of local planning issues, and knows very well the problems associated with traffic congestion and pollution in the centre of Watlington.  He has also watched, over the last 30 years or so, the debate over the bypass/relief road.

The narrowest pinch point on the route through Watlington is adjacent to 2 High Street, and this building, and others adjacent, have been hit by large vehicles on numerous occasions, as we all know.

He has offered the suggestion of the purchase of this property (presumably by OCC) with a view to demolishing it, or part of it, in order to enlarge the carriageway. The remainder of the site could be re-built sensitively.

The existing building is listed, but is Victorian and probably of considerably less note than other close buildings; it might not be impossible to persuade the SODC conservation team to accept this if the end result is not felt to be beneficial to the character of Watlington and its other historic buildings.  

He knows that this is a controversial suggestion!  But is interested to know what the Parish Council might make of it.  Without our support, it probably will not go further.

The down-side to this would be that the pinch-point is transferred to the town hall, at the location of the zebra crossing, (although at least two lorries can pass here), or to slightly further along Couching Street, opposite Drapes, where two lorries cannot pass.  Thus congestion will not be completely eased, and there is the possible consequence that this easing would simply encourage more traffic to use the route until we return to the current levels of congestion and pollution, with higher total traffic volume levels.

The above issue was discussed by the Parish Council and it was:

Resolved: That this idea would not be supported by the Parish Council and that we write to the owner of the above property letting him know our views.
It was also agreed that the traffic issue be on the February Strategy Agenda.
Gritting/Salting of Streets – An email has been received from Caroline Lye whose husband slipped in the High Street on the ice and nearly got run over by a lorry. She has asked that the Parish Council consider revising their policy of not gritting the streets.
This was discussed.  The policy had been agreed after advice from OCC, SODC and our Insurance Company in which it was made very clear that we are unable to clear any areas which does not belong to the Parish Council.

Sports Field Rent 

Resolved: That this be a confidential item at the February Strategy Meeting.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm
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