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In Attendance:


Cynth Napper - Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum
Robert Barber – Watlington Environment Group (NERC item)
Members of the Public
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12/10
Apologies for absence

Charles Rowton-Lee, Roger Beattie.
13/10
Minutes of the Strategy Meeting held on 26th January 2010 received by Council 9/2/2010 to be signed as a correct record.

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
14/10
Declaration of Interests


There were none.
15/10
Matters Arising
Watlington Distinctiveness (Minute 07/10 refers) Tony Williamson stated that Suzanne Malcolm and a representative of Britain in Bloom are invited to this meeting.
Sign proposed for Hill Road (Minute 08/10 refers) This would be subject to a Traffic order. We will obtain the views of the Co-op and Police on this as a next step.
New Traffic Orders - These went through the OCC Transport Committee without change.
Signs to the Industrial Estate – Tony Williamson said that he has been speaking to H&H who are based on the Industrial Estate that they have stated that there is an inadequacy of signs showing the way to this location. This regularly leads to lorries getting confused within this area. They have asked if there could be a decent sign by the Garage and also possibly by Gorwell. 

Resolved: That the Clerk obtain comments from the County Council.
16/10
Presentation by Cynth Napper- Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum on the NERC 2006 ACT
The Act was sent to Members by email. A printed copy is held in the Community Office.
A copy of the presentation is held in the office.

David Tindale welcomed Cynth Napper to the Meeting . Cynth Napper gave the following information:
Parish Council’s Duties?
Every public authority, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’

The Act’s Purpose is to:
1.
Clarify and consolidate existing biodiversity commitments - e.g.PPS9 Biodiversity and geological conservation and EIA’s, & SEA’s

2.
Make biodiversity a natural consideration in your policy and decision making processes

3.
Highlight the role of biodiversity in underpinning sustainable local communities

4.
Raise the awareness and profile of biodiversity within your community

What is Biodiversity?
Biodiversity, or biological diversity, is a term for the variety of life and the natural processes of which living things are a part. This includes all living organisms and the genetic differences between them and the communities in which they occur. 

Why should we ‘have regard for conserving biodiversity’?
Because we are all, even in the developed world, 100% dependent on other species for our survival:

· Plants/Animals – Domesticated/Wild:   food, clothing, fuel, medicine, genetic resource, shelter

· Economic value  – growing, trading

· Ecosystem services – bees, soil nutrient recycling, floodplains, climate control, oxygen

· Aesthetic and Moral
Threats to Oxfordshire’s Biodiversity
· Overpopulation – increased infrastructure / housing development 

· Land management – habitat fragmentation

· Climate change 

· Introduced species

· Pollution

Implications of the NERC Act                                                                                               
Through your normal duties it is hoped that parish councillors will promote:
· Recording and maintenance of the existing biodiversity resource within your parish

· Enhancement of local biodiversity 

· Restoration of what has been lost

· Recreation of links between habitats within the parish where/when possible
When to consider biodiversity 
· When commenting on planning applications

· - will this harm or benefit our wildlife?

· When employing contractors

· - are they working in wildlife-friendly ways

· When preparing your Parish Plan

· - what opportunities are there?

· You are allowed to create bylaws

· - A new Local Nature Reserve?

· When you are managing land

· Are we considering wildlife as well as people?
· When commenting on district policy and plans (Local Area Agreements, community strategies, transport, housing, procurement, waste…)

· We know our parish best and care about it the most – are we giving our opinions clearly, and to the right people?

Support for Councillors
· `Local environment group – species baseline

· Environmental sub-committee

· Individual recorders in the parish/TVERC

· Parish plan

· Parish conservation plan

· BBOWT guidance on S40 of the NERC Act at www.bbowt.org.uk
· Advice and contacts through ONCF
It was noted that Watlington has two SSSI sites. Robert Barber stated that the National Trust is setting up an Advisory Group in which a number of local people will be involved in. There are a number of ways to help wildlife, one of which is to talk to local farmers about the easiest way of doing this, there are grants available to farmers for doing this.
David Tindale thanked Cynth Napper for coming to the meeting and giving us such an interesting an informative presentation.

17/10
Short Discussion Items 


1. Rates of Hire for Community Office and West Room – David Tindale

At present these rooms are hired at £5 per hour.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That the hourly rate for the West Room and 


Community Office remain at £5.00 per hour for the next financial year.

2. Procedure for the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 15th April 2010 – Ian Hill

Ian Hill stated that last year Angie Paterson introduced the idea that all organisations in 


Watlington who wanted to give a brief presentation could. Ian Hill said that this worked 


very well and he thought this was the way to continue, so that organisations had a forum to 


speak to the people of Watlington. It was noted that if a great number wished to speak that 


we let them speak on a first come, first served basis. It was noted that time would be a key 


issue and that we give
them a 2 minute slot. The difference between the Annual Parish 


Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was noted.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That the format of this meeting be the same as last 


year and that we publicise both the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the 


Parish 
Council in the Watlington Times.
3. New Fitness Equipment – Discussion of where this area should be located in the Recreation Ground 
Resolved: That this issue be deferred.

18/10
Main Topics for Discussion

New Standing Orders – Review – Copy attached – Tony Williamson
The Clerk and Tony Williamson have reviewed the New Model Standing Orders sent from OALC and these were discussed on a point by point basis.
RECOMMENDATION:  It was agreed that we keep the statutory requirements in bold type and that the attached Standing Orders be approved. 
Britain in Bloom Recommendations from the Committee for discussion – Ian HIll


Below are the proposals from the Watlington In Bloom Committee Meeting held on 



Feb 4th 2010. Each point was discussed as stated below:
 

1. An event in the Spring in the Paddock for the Community to enjoy the bulbs “Spring has Sprung” or “Celebration of Spring” or the like (didn’t get feedback on this at our last meeting ~ ran out of time)This Possibly could be integrated with the St George's Celebrations with Morris Dancing etc.






  It was thought that this was a good idea and this to be fed back to WIB committee.



It was thought that this is a good idea but not in the WIB remit.

3. We propose Litter Picks for the following dates: (for areas not covered by the Watlington Caretaker)Saturday 27th March, Sunday 25th April, Saturday 5th June and Sunday 4th July.

Resolved: That they can go ahead and organise this.


4. A work Party at the Paddock on Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th March

Resolved: That we do not agree to any work parties in the Paddock until a meeting has been held with our contactors and a plan agreed for growing season so that we are in agreement with what needs doing. A WIB representative to be invited to attend this meeting once it has been set up.

[image: image1]   
5. Disposing of the rotting Barrels around the Town Hall at least but hopefully all over town and replacing with a brick or Brick and Flint built planter, as long as the bricks could be matched to blend nicely with the Town Hall. (planters for the rest of town have yet to be decided upon)(There may also be an issue with brick built planters having to have footings which wasn't fully addressed at the meeting.  Mr Coles (a builder) says the paving could be cut into for footings but there would of course be the issue of safety because of the position.                                                                                                  
           Resolved: That no barrels are disposed of until an alternative has been agreed. It was also agreed that we would not be in favour of cutting into the York Stone (NB the York Stone paving is on OCC land, it does not belong to the Parish Council)
[image: image2]  

6. To arrange a meeting for Mansle Gardens locals with refreshments and present our plans and explain that they are not set in stone and we had to have a certain amount of plans in order to apply for funding and getting their support and suggestions.(Please find attached an invitation which I will send out once I've had confirmation of the date from Alan Craddock who would attend representing the Twinning Association.

Resolved: That no meeting to be set up until the Parish Council have agreed the plans. It was thought that the invitation should come from the Parish Council on behalf on WIB, on WPC headed paper when it is arranged


7. Have the Parish had any luck employing a new Gardener for the Paddock?  We would like to meet up with the successful candidate.
 
Resolved: To inform WIB that the gardener for the Paddock is part of the wider tender with our Contractors. As one has left they will replace him.

Sports Field Rent –  Tony Williamson/Nick Greaves -To be taken in Confidential Session 
19/10.
Items for Future Meetings

Refer to Forward Plan – latest update given out at Full Council February Meeting.
20/10
Correspondence


1. ORCC – Would like us to give an example of community initiative for a unique county book. A survey is also attached if we would like to submit. See attached letter.


Resolved: That Tony Williamson draft a piece on the Windmill Piece Affordable Housing scheme.


2. Thames Water – Statement of Common Ground of Thames Water draft Water Resources Management Plan – If we wish to send a statement of case deadline 16th March 2010 – attached.



Resolved: That we do not send a statement on this plan.
21/10
Any Other Business to note – Items to be notified to the Clerk in advance of the meeting.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.14PM AND WENT INTO CONFIDENTIAL SESSION TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OF THE SPORTS FIELD RENT.

According to:



EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.

Minutes of the Strategy Committee Meeting held in the 


Community Office at 8pm on February 23rd 2010
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