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Co-option of new Parish Councillors 

The two vacancies on the Parish Council were filled by co-

option during March.  We were lucky to receive three very 

strong applications for co-option, and a special meeting of the 

Council had a difficult task deciding between them.  In the end 

we co-opted two new members to the Full Council and co-

opted the third to the Operations Committee.  

The new councillors are Fergus Lapage and Rob Smith.  

Fergus has considerable local government experience having 

worked as a senior manager for Oxford City Council for 25 

years.  This experience will be valuable supporting the parish 

through the changes that will take place with the development 

of new housing in the town.   Rob Smith works in fire safety 

with a background in road safety research and training and the 

fire services.  He wants to help maintain the community of 

Watlington through the large changes that may be coming. 

The third candidate for co-option was Jenny Wilkinson who 

has been actively involved with the council for a number of 

years in supporting the day to day services we provide.  She 

has provided an outstanding example for the Council of what 

can be achieved through a culture of cooperation and care for 

our local environment.  She has said that she is most interested 

in working with others to maintain and develop our 

surroundings, and that she sees the work of the Operations 

Committee, to which she has now been co-opted, as her 

primary concern.  

We welcome all three to the parish council and hope that they 

find their involvement rewarding and interesting. 

SODC Preferred Options – second thoughts 

Even if you are thoroughly bored with consultations, two very 

important opportunities for you to make your views known 

and influence the future of Watlington are coming up.  The 

first is the consultation on our own draft Neighbourhood Plan 

which spells out where the Parish Council would like to see 

future developments take place. This is covered by a more 

detailed article from the NP Forum elsewhere in this paper.  

The other consultation that you must not ignore is the SODC 

Second Preferred Options Consultation which starts at the end 

of March.  This consultation will ask your views on the 

possible sites for development throughout the SODC area.  It 

is an update on the consultation last year where the proposal 

for 3,500 new homes in Chalgrove was sprung on us.  This 

new consultation document should clarify how the SODC will 

deal with the excess housing demand of Oxford city that 

cannot be met within the city.   

We also expect that this document will spell out how the 

SODC expects to resolve the extra traffic and resulting air 

quality issues in Watlington arising from the large increase in 

size of both Benson and Chinnor at either end of the B4009 

route through Watlington.  These two developments, together 

with a possible increase in the size of Chalgrove to 3 or 4 

times its size, are sure to increase the Watlington through 

traffic.  What is proposed by SODC will be of vital importance 

to Watlington and our Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Dog fouling 

This vexed issue is back at the top of issues facing the Parish 

Council again.  It has been a prominent topic on the 

Watlington Town Notice Board in recent weeks and has been 

particular problem at the sports field.  The Parish Council 

finds it totally unacceptable that people allow their dogs to 

foul playing fields used by young children, and the sports 

clubs are fed up with having to spend hours of their members 

time checking and cleaning the whole field before every 

practice or match. 

The Sports Field is leased by the Parish Council for the benefit 

of the people of the parish, which includes dog walkers.  But it 

is felt that the health and wellbeing of our children has a 

higher priority than dogs.  We realise that only a few 

irresponsible individuals allow their dogs to contaminate the 

field, but we are unable to police the field at all times.  The 

options are for us to ban all dogs from the field at all times; to 

fence off an area of the field for dog walkers; or to insist on 

dogs being kept on a short lead at all times.  No decision has 

yet been taken, but we are exploring the options and hope to 

have a workable solution in the near future. We will be 

seeking your views in due course. 

In the meantime, our PCSO (Police Community Support 

Officer), Lee Kehoe is securing for himself the authority to 

issue fixed penalty fines of up to £100 to those caught 

allowing their dogs to foul the sports fields.   

Defibrillators 

Two defibrillators will be installed in Watlington during April, 

located on the Town Hall and on the sports pavilion.  The 

Watlington Support Fund provided all the funding for the one 

at the Town Hall. For the one at the sports pavilion, Mark 

Carter on behalf of the WTFC raised £500, Beaconfest gave 

£100 and the Watlington Support Fund provided the remaining 

amount needed..  The Parish Council are grateful for these 

donations that will provide the town with two valuable 

resources. 

Planning approvals 

SODC granted planning approval to one listed building 

consent in Watlington in February which was the application 

submitted by the Parish Council for installation of a 

defibrillator in the alcove of the Town Hall.  No planning 

applications were decided in the month.  

Dates of April’s regular meetings: 

NP Steering - Mon 3rd Apr. 

Planning - Tues 4th Apr. 

Full Council - Tues 11th Apr. 

Operations - Wed 26th Apr. 

All meetings start at 8pm in the Community Office unless 

otherwise stated. We welcome residents attending any of these 

meetings as observers. If people wish to speak on a particular 

agenda item it is necessary to contact the Parish Clerk during 

office hours by noon the day before the meeting. Minutes of all 

Parish Council meetings are available to members of the public 

on our website or in the Parish Office during opening hours. 

Collated by Kristina Tynan, Clerk and Ian Hill, Chairman 


