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Resignation of Parish Councillor 

Jon Lorimer has resigned from the Parish Council as a result 

of increased work pressure.  We congratulate him on his M.Sc 

graduation and on the promotion that resulted from it.  We 

only regret that the extra workload and time away from home 

that this brought with it has led to his reluctant withdrawal 

from the Parish Council.  He feels that he will not be able to 

commit sufficient time to the council and would like the 

opportunity to be offered to someone else. 

Jon was elected to the Council in May 2015.  His main 

contributions in that time have been as a member of the 

Pavilion and Sports Field Committee and the Planning 

Committee. 

Do you want to be a Parish Councillor? 

Following Jon’s resignation and Robin Wilson’s resignation in 

December we now have two vacancies to be filled.  We are 

looking to Co-opt new Councillors (assuming an election is 

not requested) as soon as possible, preferably at the March 

Full Council meeting.  If you are interested please contact 

Kristina Tynan, our Parish Clerk, at the address above, or 

discuss it with any current Councillor.  You do not need to 

know much about local government or about what a parish 

council does, only to be keen to help make sure that 

Watlington remains the type of place you want to live in.   

The remainder of the year looks to be an exciting time, as well 

as a busy time, when work on the Neighbourhood Plan is 

completed and move towards a referendum on it.   

Neighbourhood Plan Progress  

At the February Council meeting the Full Council agreed that 

the Neighbourhood Plan would consider a single option which 

was aimed at supporting the construction of an alternative 

route around Watlington.  A full report of this decision is given 

elsewhere in this copy of the Watlington Times. 

The Parish Council is delighted in the progress that this 

decision marks, and looks forward to seeing a draft 

Neighbourhood Plan during March.  We thank the members of 

the NP Forum for their many hours of hard work that have 

now got us to this stage.  

Watlington Viking Hoard 

Last month this column said that the Ashmolean had nearly 

managed to raise sufficient funds to buy the Watlington Viking 

Hoard of coins and jewellery.  The good news given elsewhere 

in this copy of the Watlington Times is that they were 

successful and the Hoard will remain in Oxfordshire.  The 

Parish Council congratulates the group who lead fundraising 

for this in Watlington which resulted in £5,000 being raised 

from OX49 addresses.  This group are now organising a public 

presentation on the Hoard and its discovery in early May.   

Charlotte Coxe Trust 

After several years of discussions and research, we are now 

getting close to achieving transfer of this trust, which owns the 

library building and the attached cottage, from the County 

Council to a local Trust Body.  The Shadow Trust Body 

includes representatives from the Parish Council and from 

Friends of Watlington Library, and has been looking at the 

options for the future of the cottage which has now been 

standing empty for several years. Your ideas are welcomed.   

The Full Council meeting in February agreed to this Shadow 

Trust Body going ahead with detailed discussions with the 

County Council on the arrangements for change of the trustee 

from the County Council to the Parish Council, who will 

delegate running of the charity to the new Trust Body.   

Post Office 

The Post Office closes early in March and will re-open in the 

Co-op later on the same day.  The current Post Office will be 

badly missed and the Parish Council thank Nikki and her staff 

for the years of valuable service they have provided for the 

community.  We wish them well in the future. 

Buses 

The Comet bus service to Thame is proving very popular, with 

the bus being completely full on at least one occasion in 

February.  The Parish Council will need to renew the 

agreement form April, and would welcome your comments on 

the service. 

Planning approvals 

SODC granted planning approval to six applications and one 

listed building consent in Watlington in January, and refused 

listed building consent for damp proofing of internal walls at 

The Cross 48 High Street.  The grounds for the decision were 

essentially a lack of information to support the application.  

The Parish Council had no objection to this work. 

Of the applications that were approved, we objected to only 

one; a new vehicle access and hardstanding at End Lodge 

Christmas Common.   Our objection was that inadequate sight 

lines would lead to reversing into the road.  

The other applications approved in January were:  

• a garage extension at Dumble Dore on the B480; 

•  replacement of asbestos roofing with insulated panels at 

Units 4a to 5a, Industrial Estate;  

• listed building consent to repair rendering and repaint 

Barleymow Cottage, High Street;  

• amended design for a double garage at 34 Cuxham Road;  

• replacement of a porch / cloakroom with a larger porch / 

cloakroom at Littlefield Christmas Common;  

• a single storey extension at 15 Chapel Street.   

The Parish Council had no objection to any of these 

applications. 

Dates of February’s regular meetings: 
NP Steering - Mon 6th Mar. 

Planning - Tues 7th Mar. 

Full Council - Tues 14th Mar. 

Finance - Tues 21st Mar. 

Operations - Wed 22nd Mar. 

Pavilion  and Sports Field- Mon 27th Mar. at 7:30pm 

Strategy - Tues 28th Mar. 

All meetings start at 8pm in the Community Office unless 

otherwise stated. We welcome residents attending any of these 

meetings as observers. If people wish to speak on a particular 

agenda item it is necessary to contact the Parish Clerk during 

office hours by noon the day before the meeting. Minutes of all 

Parish Council meetings are available to members of the public 

on our website or in the Parish Office during opening hours. 

Collated by Kristina Tynan, Clerk and Ian Hill, Chairman 


