
From Watlington Parish Office 
1 Old School Place, Gorwell, Watlington OX49 5QH 

01491 613867 - wpc@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk   

Do you want to be a Parish Councillor? 

Following Robin Wilson’s resignation in December, we are 

aiming to co-opt a new Councillor at the Council meeting on 

14th February.  WPC has been very pleased to co-opt a strong 

group of new members over the past year and we are hoping 

again to have an excellent choice of candidates. You do not 

need to know much about local government or about what a 

parish council does, only to be keen to help make sure that 

Watlington remains the type of place you want to live in.    

Budget for 2017/18 

The Parish Council budget for 2017/18 was agreed on a 

majority vote (8 in favour and 2 abstentions) after much 

discussion at the January Full Council meeting and at two 

preceding Finance meetings.  Last year we increased the 

parish precept by 18.5%.  We used the increase to cover 

• the SODC reduction in funding for street cleaning 

(£3,000);  

• support for the Children’s Centre when OCC stopped 

funding it (£1,500);  

• replacement play equipment in the Paddock (£2,000);  

• maintenance of the churchyard (£850); 

• increased green space maintenance (£2,200); 

• further funding for the Neighbourhood plan(£6,000). 

The coming year has similar funding pressures and we again 

have had to increase the budget, albeit by a smaller percentage 

this year.  The increase is equivalent to £1.27 on your monthly 

payments for Band D (£2.53 for Band H).  In addition to 

general cost rises, the extra funding this year will cover: 

• a final reduction in SODC street cleaning support 

down to nothing (£3,000); 

• increased support for the Children’s Centre (£3,500); 

• increased support for the Youth Club (£1,500); 

• new staff pension scheme (£600); 

• assistance for the Parish Clerk (£5,000). 

The last of these items has been discussed for several years as 

the workload on our Parish Clerk has steadily increased, and 

has been included this year as completion of work on our 

Neighbourhood Plan presents an opportunity later in the year. 

Watlington Viking Hoard 

The Full Council and Finance Committee agreed to support 

the Ashmolean Museum’s drive to keep the King Alfred’s 

Coins (the “Watlington Viking Hoard”) in the County.  This 

hoard of Saxon coins and jewellery was found near Watlington 

by a metal detectorist over a year ago, and is being held by the 

Ashmolean who are trying to raise sufficient funds to keep the 

hoard intact as a single discovery.  The financial help we can 

offer is limited but the Council agreed to donate £500, 

possible to taken from reserves, to the fund.  On a more 

practical note, we have set up a working group to support 

residents in promoting local fundraising.  You will have 

received from them a leaflet and a letter from Dr Alexander 

Sturgis, Director of the Ashmolean, asking for your support, 

and we hope you have been able to contribute.  At the time of 

writing, the fund has passed the 80% mark towards its target 

with a closing date of the end of January. 

A public presentation about the hoard and its discovery is 

being planned by the residents group for later in the year.   

Chalgrove Airfield 
In early January the  consultants for the HCA development on 

Chalgrove held a meeting in Cuxham to present and 

discussion options for mitigating the impact on the village of 

traffic from the site, both during and after construction.  Initial 

responses suggest these proposals are based in improved 

pedestrian paths, and have met with mixed reception.  There is 

some concern that only the central part of the village near the 

Half Moon was included, even though pedestrian problems 

extend much further than that.  

During January HCA are conducting an “Enquiry by Design” 

exercise aimed at providing the opportunity for developers and 

those affected by the development to work together to identify 

issues and possible solutions.  This is principally an exercise 

for Chalgrove, but the end results will be important for for 

Watlington and other communities as it will provide the 

clearest view yet of just what is proposed for the site.   

Planning approvals 

SODC granted planning approval to three applications as well 

as one listed building consent in December.  Our planning 

committee objected to one of the three planning applications.  

This application is for replacement of an existing lean-to 

extension attached to Candleford Cottage, 35 Chapel Street. 

WPC is not against the principle of a replacement extension 

but objected to this application because the unsympathetic 

nature of the roof design presents a large expanse of 

featureless roof harming the view from within the 

conservation area.   

The other applications included a single storey front extension 

to dwelling at 4 Pauls Way together with addition of a pitched 

roof to the garage.  The other approval was for removal of a 

condition on an earlier application that required the demolition 

of a mobile home/log cabin on or before 14 August 2016 at 

Little Acres Farm near Cuxham.  The application also permits 

the log cabin to become permanent subject to various 

constraints on it occupancy being essential to operation of the 

business.   

The listed building consent was for 7 High Street and covered 

creation of a hole in the external wall of a listed building to 

take an external boiler flue.  The flue will not be visible from 

publically accessible and was approved by SODC.  The Parish 

Council had no objection. 

Dates of February’s regular meetings: 

NP Steering - Mon 6th Feb. 

Planning - Tues 7th Feb. 

Full Council - Tues 14th Feb. 

Town Hall - Tues 21st Feb. 

Operations - Wed 22nd Feb. 

All meetings start at 8pm in the Community Office unless 

otherwise stated. We welcome residents attending any of these 

meetings as observers. If people wish to speak on a particular 

agenda item it is necessary to contact the Parish Clerk during 

office hours by noon the day before the meeting. Minutes of all 

Parish Council meetings are available to members of the public 

on our website or in the Parish Office during opening hours. 

Collated by Kristina Tynan, Clerk and Ian Hill, Chairman 


