 Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council

Held on Tuesday 10th February 2004 at 8PM

 in the Town Hall


Present:
Phil Jackson – Chairman



Roger Harrop – Vice-Chairman



Tony Williamson



Ian Hill



Charles Rowton-Lee



Barry Adby



Roger Beattie



David Tindale



Angie Paterson



Keith Lane

Officer:
Kristina Tynan

Press:

David Ferguson – Henley Standard

District Councillor:  Rodney Mann

1.
Apologies for absence

Robert Barber, Nicholas Payne, Ted Backhouse, Vera Lucas

2.
Chairman's remarks

There were none.

3.
Declarations of Interest

There were none.

4.
Minutes of Meeting  13th January 2004


Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record.

5
Matters arising other than agenda items
Gully Cleaning (04/05 refers)It  was noted that a lot of gully cleaning has been happening in the town.

6.
District Councillors Report

Rodney Mann stated that SODC will be recommending a 2.7% increase in the Council Tax..   However the County Council will be recommending an increase of 6.25%


Key Priorities in the District


SODC have asked about peoples key priorities and the findings are as follows:

1. Security – fear of crime.

2. Waste Recycling

3. Affordable Housing

4. Flooding

5. Improvements in Didcot.

SODC are addressing the issue of Community Wardens in conjunction with the Police and SODC will be putting £1m from the Capital Budget into Affordable Housing.


Grants

Mr Mann spoke about the grant relating to the Pavilion and said that providing the design, use, objectives etc does not change there is no reason why there should be any problem with the SODC grant.

The Grant Application forms have recently been changed by SODC and there is now a greater emphasis that the applications meet the strategic objectives of SODC.  Certain grant schemes have been reduced eg grants for landscaping – however there may be some charities and parishes that will grants for this.

There is a continuous debate at SODC about Waste and Recycling, Collection of rubbish etc.  All composted rubbish collected is either used or sold.

7.
County Councillors Report


There was none.

8.
Suggestions for a Better Watlington 


Affordable Housing -  Awaiting a meeting on this issue. 

9.
Committees:
A. PROJECTS,FINANCE & STAFF 


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the Accounts for Payment be paid.  This was unanimously agreed

West Room

Tony Williamson reported that figures regarding the West Room have been given to us by SOHA.  These will be discussed at the next PFS meeting.  It was noted that there is a new warden in Old School Place.

Dispensing Chemists Issues – It is felt that Watlington is a ‘rural’ community rather than an urban one.


Community Charge -   It was noted that taxbase D for Watlington have changed from 1153.20 to 1141.50.  The reason for this is that SODC are now charging for empty and second homes.  Watlington Parish Council will receive the same precept but money that individuals have to pay will be slightly less.


B.  PLANNING -  20/1/04   


Resolved:  That the minutes of the 20th January 2004 are a correct record.



Wheels, Wrights Platt – The owner of this property is pursuing a planning application for this property to become a Key Worker house.  They have contacted the District Council and the Local MP to see if they could give support to this.


18 High Street – SODC have refused Planning Permission although the Planning Committee recommended that permission be granted..


C.  ENVIRONMENT –     27/1/04 


Resolved:  That the minutes of the 27th January 2004 are a correct record.


HGV Restricted Area

Resolved:  That the Council does not consider that it is practicable to ban HGV’s from reaching Watlington from the M40 by creating an ‘access only’ strip:


That the Council rule out having a width reduction by the Town Hall.

That the Council look into the possibility of rducing the HGV area to the boundary of Watlington and that the parishes of Britwell Salome, Cuxham, Shirburn and Pyrton be consulted.


Refuse Collection – Chestnut Place

Discussion have been had with the head of Public Amenities at SODC and it would be possible for them to arrange a communal wheelie bin, if the residents agreed where it should be placed and that the rent of 10p per week/per property is paid.  There is to be a residents meeting soon at which they will discuss this issue.

It was noted that a lot of rubbish has been piling up at the entrance to the Lilacs and the Clerk to speak to SODC about this.

Resolved:  That the Council do everything possible to stop communal rubbish being dumped at the roadside.


Gorwell

Resolved:  That we pursue the idea of having a 2-way street from Brook Street to Old School Place, which would reduce traffic in the High Street.


Electric Speed Sign


Vote: 7 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention


Resolved:  That we request an Electric Speed Sign for Britwell Road.


Icknield Way

There was agreement that the Environment Committee, at its next meeting, discuss the issue of a TRO on the Icknield Way.


Youth Shelter


This has now been ordered.


Lights in Paddock


That we speak to the Primary School about their issues of low level lighting.


Transport

Ian Hill to attend a meeting on this.  Tony Williamson is speaking to ORCC re transport issues.


D.  ALLOTMENTS 


Nothing to Report.

10 
Correspondence 


All Correspondence was noted.

11
Representation on other bodies:

a.Watlington Educational Foundation – Canon Williamson.


Nothing to report


b.Icknield Community Education Management Committee-Mr Beattie


Nothing to report


c.Icknield Community College - Mrs Meddings


Nothing to report

d."Poors Allotment" and “Public Charities”-  Mr Barber

A grant has been made for the furnishing of the waiting room at the Surgery.  There is a notice saying that these were given by the Poors Allotment Charity and a sign stating that individual grants on Health and Poverty grounds are available.  The Noticeboard gives instructions on the ways of applying for them.  The Poors Allotment Charity has given money to Watlington Educational Foundation and has given grants directly to both schools.


e.Watlington Watch - Mr Edis to provide a written report.

Nothing to report

f.Watlington & District Age Concern – Mr Backhouse.


Nothing to report

g.Watlington Primary School - Mr Beattie


The OFSTED inspection has just finished and a report will be given to Governors on Thursday.  Classroom space may need to be increased in the next 3-4 years.


hWatlington and District Business Partnership - Mr Backhouse.

Nothing to report

i.Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane

Nothing to report



j.Watlington Youth Committee – Mr Beattie


Nothing to report

k.NHS Primary Care Trust - Canon Williamson
The recent consultation has been successful as to the ways that people who are are ill are treated  differently.There is still a controversial issue as to the respite care needed for people in regard to care home or hospital. .

12
Any Other Business at discretion of Chair

Pavilion

Phil Jackson gave an update on this issue.  Approval of the plans should be given by February 20th.  Sworn King are doing sterling work on the tender process. We have been advised to have a ground investigation survey at a cost of £3,000 (in the budget) and this is presently being carried out.  We are still on schedule for receiving the tenders by the end of March and should be able to issue a contract in April. The target completion date is end of October 04.


County Council Tax Increase

Resolved:  That we write to the County Council to express our dissatisfaction with their increase of 6.25%


Festival 2004

The issue of the ball in the paddock was discussed.  Agreed to look into the Planning Conditions attached to the Paddock.  To be discussed by the Environment Committee at their next meeting.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.52pm

