Minutes of the Meeting of Full CouncilPRIVATE 

Held on Tuesday 9th March at 8PM

 in the Town Hall


Present:

Councillors:

Roger Harrop – Vice-Chairman




Robert Barber




Ted Backhouse




Barry Adby




Roger Beattie




Angie Paterson




Keith Lane




Tony Williamson




David Tindale




Ian Hill




Nicholas Payne




Vera Lucas

Officer:

Kristina Tynan

County Councillor:
Roger Belson

District Councillor:   David Sloan 

Roger Harrop chaired the meeting.

04/26
Apologies for absence

Phil Jackson, Charles Rowton-Lee

04/27   Chairman's remarks

There were none.

04/28
Declarations of Interest

Churchyard Footpath Issue.  Tony Williamson and Angie Paterson declared an interest in this item, signed the Declaration of Interest book and left the room for this item.

04/29
Minutes of Meeting  10th February 2004


Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record.

04/30
Matters arising other than agenda items
Travel Questionnaire – Tony Williamson and Ian Hill have now drafted this and asked for Councillors to fill in and give their comments on it.

04/31
District Councillors Report


Council Tax Bill – These are being sent out shortly.

David Tindale asked why the Council Tax is so different between Watlington and Witney.  Mr Mann said that West Oxfordshire have the lowest council tax in the County.  However they are hoping to put it up by 33%.  They are the lowest as they have been using Deposit money to subsidise their Council. Parish Charges are between £93 per person and £0 per person depending on their precept.  Parishes in their totality have put up the precept by 7.2%  (Watlington by 2.5%)

Comprehensive Performance Assessment – This has now taken place at SODC.  They will get the first draft results in April.  There has been a lot of time and effort expanded on this.


Budget – This has now been set.

Watlington Car Park Charging Issue – John Backley from SODC will be attending the next Environment Committee meeting to discuss this issue.

Resolved:  That the Environment Committee are delegated to send a response to SODC by the 23rd March.


Tappins Yard, Watlington – This was passed by SODC


Little Acres Farm – This is currently being looked at by the Enforcement Department.

04/32
County Councillors Report

Roger Belson said how much easier it was to access the Community Office now that the dropped kerb outside the office has been put in.

Junction 6 – The improvements to Junction 6 are part of next year’s Transport Capital Programme, and approval for this programme which includes £240,000 for Junction 6 goes to the Executive Committee on the 16th March.  Mr Belson thinks it will almost certainly be approved.

Better Ways to School -  Approval has been given for the pedestrian crossing on Shirburn Street.  Work will commence sometime after April 1st.  Plans for improvements by the school have still to be approved, but the plans will be discussed at the Transport Implementation Committee on the 16th April. 

Bus Service Subsidy – The review, commercial withdrawals and changes in arrangements for subsidised services will be discussed at the TIC on 15th April.

Lewknor Taxibus -  The Rural Bus Challenge scheme goes to the TIC on 6th May.

Library – The Charity Commission has approved the Council’s plans for the library, so hopefully the Planning Permission will come shortly and that the flat can be let by the Autumn.

Road Maintenance Programme 2004/2005- This also goes to the Executive on the 16th March.  

County Councillor Surgery – This will be held on Saturday April 17th in the Community Office.  Roger Belson hopes that residents will make use of this to raise any issues they may have..

County Council Tax Increase – This has increased by 6.25% so that services that people want maintained can be particulary services within Social Services. The County Council’s proportion of Council Tax is the same across Oxfordshire.  However District Council’s  and Parish Council’s proportions are different.

County Partnership Structure Plan –  Roger Belson has received the final draft report from the Boundary Comission. It proposes that Oxfordshire increase it's number of County Councillors from 70 to 74,and that each division should represent 6,500 eligable voters. Under these proposals the Watlington Division would 'lose' Nettlebed, Ewelme & Brightwell Baldwin & 'gain' Aston Rowant, Kingston Blount, Crowell & Sydenham. 

County Council Structure Plan – There is to be more consultation on this to be done, especially on housing.

Shuttle Bus to Junction 6 – Mr Payne suggested that it would be more sensible for this bus to go to Junction 6 and Chinnor as this would increase useage of the shuttle bus.  Mr Belson said he would find out the route proposals.

04/33
Suggestions for a Better Watlington 

The Clerk was asked to look into getting a list of all Commercial Properties in Watlington.

04/34   Committees:
A. PROJECTS,FINANCE & STAFF – 19/2/04 


Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record.


Canon Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the Accounts for Payment be paid.  This was unanimously agreed.

West Room Lease
We have received a formal letter from our Solicitor.  We had asked for 4 points to be clarified:-


1.`
That the formula be clarified- this has now been given.

The cost for Water, Heating, Lighting, Cleaning of all communal areas be divided by 35. (34 flats and the West Room). Based of last years costs this will be £155 pa  for 2004/2005



Cost of Installation of Kitchen will be £632pa for 25 years



Fridge and Freezer Depreciation  at £150pa



Internal Decoration and repairs - £250pa



Administration Charge - £55pa



This has a total yearly charge of £1242 to the Parish Council

2. To confim if SOHA to pay for their use of the West Room- they say they should not.

3. That the bill to SOHA should be paid within 28 days (not 7)- SOHA have agreed to this.

4. That SOHA confirm that there will be no claim for back payment of rent or for interest so that the rent commencement date should be the date on which the lease is signed.- SOHA have agreed to this

Resolved: That we accept the lease and the above formula for the West Room


West Room –Rental Charges
Resolved:  That it is the intention of the Parish Council to cover the yearly charge for the West Room by the rental of the room.  The charges will be looked at on a yearly basis.


Charges


Recognised Community Group – No Charge


Age Concern Day Centre – Session Charge of £25


Other Groups - £50 per day on a pro-rata basis

The Clerk to come to an arrangement with the Warden for SOHA use to ensure that no double booking take place.

Pavilion – The tenders will be opened at noon on 16.3.04.  Barry Adby, Tony Williamson, Keith Lane, Peter Cowling from the Sport Club, Mike Smith from Sworn King and the Clerk

It is hoped that the report from Sworn King will be available for the next Full Council meeting .


Disciplinary Procedure


Resolved:  That the Disciplinary Procedure attached to the PFS minutes be adopted.

Financial Regulations 

Resolved:  That the Financial Regulations attached to the PFS minutes be adopted

Grant Request for Oxfordshire Association for the Blind


Resolved:  That we give a grant to the OAB for their work with people in Watlington(11) of £100


B.  PLANNING -  20/1/04   


C.  ENVIRONMENT –     27/1/04 


Britwell Road 

Resolved: That we look into the footpath issue.  Agreed to chase up Ashrad Khan with regard to the Traffic Calming scheme.

Icknield Way  - It was noted that the Police were actively looking for illegal vehicles on the Icknield Way last Sunday.

Paddock – It was noted that damage to the children’s play equipment (currently being installed) has taken place.  This was reported to the Police. 

Paddock Lighting for Festival – This has been given approval by Paula Fox, SODC Planning Manager that the lights can remain on until 1am

Recommendation:  That now permission has been received by SODC regarding the lighting that Watlington Parish Council approves the extension to 1am (all lights must be out, and all activity ceased by 1am) for this occasion only and that residents surrounding the paddock be informed as soon as possible


Vote:  8 in favour, 3 abstentions


Carried.


It was agreed that we inform the Watlington Times be informed.


Town Hall – Give Way Sign

Resolved:  Agreed to check what regulations have changed since we used to have a give way sign


SID – by Allnut Close


It was noted that the highest speed recorded at this point was 52mph.


D.  ALLOTMENTS 


Nothing to report.

04/35 
Correspondence 


Correspondence was noted.

04/36
Representation on other bodies:

a.Watlington Educational Foundation – Canon Williamson.


There will be a meeting soon.


b.Icknield Community Education Management Committee-Mr Beattie

Nothing to report


c.Icknield Community College .            


Nothing to report


d."Poors Allotment" and “Public Charities”-  Mr Barber

There will be a meeting shortly.


e.Watlington Watch 


Nothing to report.


f.Watlington & District Age Concern – Mr Backhouse.


At the moment there is concern about the poor use of the bus and the poor use of the Drop In centre.  They are working on stimulating the use of these.


g.Watlington Primary School - Mr Beattie

The OFSTED report will be given out shortly.


hWatlington and District Business Partnership - Mr Backhouse.

They have been invited to the next Environment Committee meeting when Car Park charging will be discussed.


i.Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane
The War Memorial has been entered into the Best Kept War Memorial Competition.


j.Watlington Youth Committee – Mr Beattie


Nothing to report.



k.NHS Primary Care Trust - Canon Williamson
The Budget situation is dire. Out of 28 NHS organisation in Bucks, Berks and Oxon, 21 could not produce a budget for next year.  The GP contract will start on the 1st April.

04/37
Any Other Business at discretion of Chair
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm 

and went into confidential session to discuss the Chalk Pit according to :

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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