
Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Town Hall at 8pm on Tuesday 13th February 2007
  

Present:



Councillors:

Angie Paterson – Chairman




Robert Barber – Vice-Chairman




Ted Backhouse




Tony Williamson




David Shannon




David Tindale




Rhian Woods




Keith Lane




Ian Hill




Jo Furness

Officer:



Kristina Tynan

Press:



Dan Hearn – Henley Standard





Tim Horton – Watlington Times

Members of the Public:

1

14/07
Apologies for absence

Charles Rowton-Lee, Roger Beattie, Nicholas Payne, Barry Adby.

15/07  Chairman's remarks

Angie Paterson thanked Robert Barber and the Clerk for covering for her as she has not been well for the last 3 weeks.  She also thanked Parish Councillors for their understanding.

Angie Paterson also raised concern that some debates were taking place by e-mail and was concerned that it left out Councillors not on e-mail or with less ready access than others.  Whilst it is a very useful means of communication she asked that all be careful as to how it is used.

16/07
To receive Declarations of Interest 


Angie Paterson declared a prejudicial interest in item 23/07 Commercial Advertising on Roundabouts as she has been having discussions as a District Councillor on this at SODC and signed the ’Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.


Angie Paterson also declared a prejudicial interest in item 23/07 Church Hall as her husband has been appointed Chairman of the Church Hall Committee. She signed the ’Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.


Tony Williamson declared a prejudicial interest in item 23/07 Church Hall as he is involved with the Church Hall project. He signed the ’Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.


Tony Williamson declared a non-prejudicial interest in 23/07  item Age Concern as he is a trustee. He signed the ’Declaration of Interest’ book and took part in the discussion.

17/07
Minutes of Meeting 9th January 2007 to be signed as a correct record
Resolved:  That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

18/07
Matters arising from the Minutes
Satellite Navigation Systems(05/07Refers) – David Tindale was to send on-line comments to the Government Department of Transport consultation on the operation of Satellite Navigation systems however when he went on-line the consultation had finished.

Public Conveniences (05/07 Refers) – The money from SODC for these has not yet come through.  The Clerk to contact SODC on this.

Car Park (10/07 refers) – The Clerk to report to the PFS Committee on which businesses have contributed.

Town Hall  (13/07 refers)- Ted Backhouse reported that broken window will shortly be taken out to be repaired by a specialist. A quote for the pointing will be with us in the next few days.

19/07   Public Questions


There were no questions from the public.

20/07
District Councillors Report- Rodney Mann

Budget and Council Tax – The current proposal is for 0% increase in Council Tax for the second year running.  There will be an extra £90,000 put into street cleaning.  Youth Transport is going to be looked into and studied.

Waste – This is becoming a bigger and bigger priority.  New arrangements with Oxfordshire Waste Partnership are being agreed.  If targets are not reached there are penalties from the Government so SODC have to ensure that targets are reached The District Council are always looking into how to get more recycling, how to get more people to recycle. There are a lot of people who do not recycle but it is in everyone’s interest to do so.  SODC are recycling about 35% of waste at the present but have got to reach 40%.  The County Council are investigating composting food waste.  This will be the next important thing.

At present SODC are only putting ‘chips’ in bins to know where they are. They are not putting ‘chips’ in to see what weight individual households generate.

21/07 
County Councillors Report 

There was no report from the County Councillor.

22/07
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments

Tony Williamson read out the Balance of Accounts which were then signed by the Chairman. He then proposed that the Accounts for Payment be settled.

Resolved:  That all payments apart from the Homestart and South Vale and Carers be settled.  The 2 grant payments to be paid if the recommendations from PFS are approved.

23/07
Committees:
A. PROJECTS,FINANCE & STAFF  - 23/1/2007

Resolved: That these minutes are accepted by Council.

Library/Age Concern Development – Tony Williamson has now seen the Planning Application which is to be submitted next week. It is still not clear how Age Concern will finance their extension.

Hidden Britain

Resolved:  That we agree to purchase a stand alone board out of the Hidden Britain grant.  

Rhian Woods to check with the Planning and Conservation Officer their views on this.  The Clerk to check with OCC if they would be happy to have a stand alone board on the york stone outside the Town Hall.

Website – Tony Williamson congratulated David Shannon on his work on this which has been circulated in a number of emails.  The Hidden Britain website will belong to the Council in a few weeks.  David Shannon explained that the Parish Council will have 2 websites , the .org one we have at present will become the gov.uk website and the existing .org website will have the Hidden Britain information on it. They will both have links to each other.

Resolved:  That we remove the links to WatlingtonInfo and the WatlingtonPages which are on our Link Page on our Website as they also link to dating agencies etc.

Police Use of Small Office in Community Office 

Resolved:  That we agree to the police having use of the small office in principle but that there be a condition that it must be regularly used and this be put as a written understanding.

Home Start  - Request for grant  

Resolved:  that we allocate a grant of £100 to Home Start.

South Vale and Carers – Request for grant  

Resolved:  that we allocate a grant of £100 to South Vale and Carers
Quality and Town Council Scheme and Oxfordshire Market Towns Fund – Tony Williamson withdrew the recommendation from PFS as the smallest scheme possible is £80,000 and the Parish Council would have to put in £40,000.

Church Hall – Asking for Parish Council to help with their refurbishment project by claiming the VAT back on the project. 

Resolved: That the Parish Council see the Church Hall as a resource and in principle support claiming the VAT back providing that we have greater clarity on the scheme proposed and the amount of impact this would have on the office.

Grant Policy – This will be discussed at the next PFS meeting.

Audit – The Clerk was congratulated on her work for the audit.

CAB – The Recommendation from PFS was withdrawn. 

Tony Williamson has spoken to Sarah Westcott about getting some new trustees for CAB and about the amount of fundraising they need to do.

B. PLANNING – 6/2/2007 


Resolved:  That the minutes above be accepted by Council.


Commercial advertising on roundabouts


Rodney Mann spoke on this and said that it must be recognised that the contract covers all roundabouts and that there has been a significant improvement in the actual maintenance of these roundabout since the contract has begun.


Resolved:  That the Parish Council are opposed to commercial advertising on roundabouts in Watlington on grounds of safety and asthetics.  We note that a permission to display adverts on these sites has not been sought.  That we ask SODC to remove the sign advertising ‘the space to advertise’ to be removed.

C. ENVIRONMENT  - 16/1/2007

Resolved:  That these minutes be accepted by Council.

Lighting around Skatetrack  - The Recommendation was withdrawn.

Resolved: that a meeting takes place with the Parish Council and the Youth Committee to discuss this issue.

Mobile Library siting during building works – This issue will be discussed by the Environment Committee.

Environment Minute 10/07 – The meeting referred to was the Thursday after the Environment Committee meeting.

D. ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.

E. PAVILION   
There has been no meeting.  However landscaping to begin at the end of February.  The Sports Club have to send to the Football Foundation a monitoring form at the end of each season as part of the agreement for the grant.  The Sports Club need to move to a certain standard which will be discussed at the next Pavilion Committee meeting.

F. AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Tony Williamson reported that the contract has started. As regards the naming of the Britwell Road site he asked that the Council work courteously with the developer on this. The naming issue will be discussed by the Planning Committee.

Angie Paterson reported that there had been a number of calls from members of the public to the office asking questions about the work.  In order to manage these sensibly the Clerk has established contact with the Site Manager and will liase with him on a regular basis.  Any queries should be directed through the Clerk.

Resolved:  That the Affordable Housing Committee still stay constituted as a watching brief, even if they do not meet until the development is completed.


G.  HIDDEN BRITAIN – 18/1/2007


Resolved:  That these minutes be accepted.

24/07
Correspondence 


Correspondence was noted.

25/07
Representation on other bodies:

a.Watlington Educational Foundation – Canon Williamson.


There has been no meeting.


b.Icknield Community College – Mrs Furness             


The school was closed for 2 days when there was snow. This was partly because the coach drivers did not want to drive in the weather conditions and partly because the grit bins at the school were empty.


c."Watlington Support Fund”-  Mr Barber


Nothing to report.


d.Watlington & District Age Concern – Mr Backhouse.


There is a Directors meeting next Monday.


e.Watlington Primary School – Ms Woods

Ms Woods will be sitting in on the Governors meetings.


f. Watlington and District Business Partnership – Rev’d Paterson


There has been no meeting.


g.Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane
The British Legion are having an 80th Anniversary Lunch on Sunday 19th February.  The Watlington Branch are one of the earliest branches to be established.


h.Watlington Youth Committee – Mr Beattie


Nothing to report.

26/07
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

Police Public Meeting on 1st February 2007 – This was attended by Tony Williamson, Ted Backhouse and Roger Beattie.


Meeting Dates for 2007 – Dates to be confirmed at the next PFS meeting.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30PM AND WENT INTO CONFIDENTIAL SESSION ACCORDING TO:

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.

TO RECEIVE A VERBAL ONLY REPORT BY ANGIE PATERSON.
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