THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD IN THE

TOWN HALL AT 8PM ON TUESDAY 9th MAY 2006

The Meeting opened with Phil Jackson Presiding.

Present:

Councillors
Phil  Jackson, (Chair)





Angie Paterson (Vice-Chair)


Barry Adby

Ted Backhouse
Robert Barber


Roger Beattie 


Jo Furness


Ian Hill,



Keith Lane  





Nicholas Payne




            David Tindale




            Tony Williamson




            Rhian Woods
District Councillor
Rodney Mann

Public Services
PC Ian Kent (Thames Valley Police) and Richard Rockall (Trading Standards)


Press
Juliette Astrup (Henley Standard) and Tim Horton (Watlington Times)
In the absence of an officer it was agreed that Tony Williamson take the minutes for this meeting.

06/54
Apologies for Absence.


Charles Rowton-Lee, Kristina Tynan (Clerk)
06/55.
Election of Chairman 


Phil Jackson was proposed by Tony Williamson and seconded by Robert Barber.  There being no other nominations Phil Jackson was elected.

06/56.
Chairman's declaration of acceptance of office 


Phil Jackson made the declaration and it was agreed that he should sign it later when the form was available.

06/57
Election of Vice-Chairman 


Angie Paterson was nominated by Jo Furness and seconded by Ian Hill. There being no other nominations Angie Paterson was elected.

06/58
Declarations of Interest 


There were none.

06/59
Fire Brigade accident – it was agreed to send best wishes to Bob Thomas, whose legs had been broken at the fire at the Swan Hotel, Streatley.

06/60
HGV restrictions in Watlington


Rhian Woods said she had been working closely with PC Ian Kent and Richard Rockall. PC Ian Kent said he had  met with Rhian. They had worked a two pronged attack, firstly gathering information about movements from residents and phoning transport managers advising better route plans. Secondly they have gathered evidence on forms with a view to prosecution, but evidence from residents was problematic as it was second hand.   They had had two sessions stopping every HGV over 7.5 tons, on the first occasion at midday, when they reported between 40 and 50 vehicles to their management and last week from 4pm to 6.15pm in Shirburn when 30 were reported. On the first occasion 10 were referred for consideration of prosecution, on the second one was referred.  Short term effect was minimal but they hoped for greater effect in the long term. Richard Rockall (Trading Standards) said that problems would never be eliminated, but he hoped to minimise them. They considered the impact on transport managers was significant, as some companies simply sent their vehicles on the shortest route. In answer to questions, they were not clear if navigation systems were to blame; foreign drivers still received tickets but whether they pay is another matter; police could request formal speed surveys, but it was for the County Council to decide; publicity of court cases would enable the community to know that action was being taken; coaches are subject to HGV regulations. 

Regarding speeding in Christmas Common, PC Ian Kent said that  he would try the moveable speed camera there when it was available.

PC Ian Kent and Richard Rockall were thanked for their attendance and for their HGV work.

06/61
District Councillor’s Report – 

Rodney Mann said that next month a planning enforcement document would come for consultation;. much had to be done to remove backlog. Comments were wanted as it is an important document.   In response to concern about the caravan next to the Care Home, it seemed that someone appears to be living there.  He said that SODC’s Capital Grants meeting would be held in June, but that there were no Watlington applications this year.

Phil Jackson reported on the meeting he and Keith had just attended about the need for additional housing development. Rodney Mann said the need for 1250 dwellings up to 2026 on predominately green field was not significant. Watlington is on the list of villages, which could be considered for development as they have over 1000 population, a food shop, post office, primary school, public transport and community facilities. There followed discussion on the value of the Parish either taking a positive interest in possible development or simply opposing all development.

06/62
Appointment of  Statutory and Standing Committees:



A
ENVIRONMENT Mr Hill*, Mr Payne, Mr Beattie, Mr Lane, Mr Barber, Mr Tindale,




Mr Backhouse,
Mr Rowton-Lee, Mr Adby,  Canon Williamson, Mrs Furness,




Reverend Paterson


B
PLANNING - 
 *Mr Jackson, Mr Barber,  Mr Payne, Mr Beattie, Mr Lane,  




Mr Rowton-Lee, Mr Hill, Mr Tindale., Ms Woods.



C
PROJECTS, FINANCE, STAFF, AND GENERAL PURPOSES - *Canon Williamson, Mr Payne,  Mr Beattie, Mr Jackson, , Mr Backhouse,  Reverend Paterson, Mr Rowton-Lee, Mr Adby, Mrs Furness, Ms Woods

D
ALLOTMENTS – Ted Backhouse



E
PAVILION - Canon Williamson, Phil Jackson, Barry Adby (Parish Council), Pete Cowling, Sandra Griffiths, Malcolm Hoskin, Mick Lloyd, (Sports Club)




F
Affordable Housing - Canon Williamson, Robert Barber, Roger Beattie,





 Ian Hill, Nicholas Payne, David Tindale, Jo Furness, Charles Rowton-Lee



* indicates “chair during 2005-6.

06/63
Appointment of representatives to other Bodies:


“Poors Allotment” and  The Watlington Public Charity Trustees - Mr Barber was elected to serve until May 2010. (Mr Edis had been elected  to serve until May 2008 ). 

Watlington Education Foundation - Canon Williamson was elected to serve until May 2009


Watlington & District Age Concern - Mr Backhouse agreed to continue to report


Watlington Primary School - Mr Beattie had been elected to serve until December 2007

Watlington Business Association - Reverend Paterson agreed to continue to report.


Icknield Community College - Jo Furness agreed to continue to report

Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane agreed to continue to report


Watlington Youth Committee - Mr Beattie agreed to continue to report

NHS Primary Care Trust - Canon Williamson agreed to continue to report

O6/64
Minutes of the Council Meeting held 11th April 2006. 

Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record and be signed by the Chairman,.

06/65
Committee Reports.


A
Projects, Finance, Staff and General Purposes



There had been no meeting. 


Tony Williamson read out the Balance of Accounts; he was not clear if payment had been received from the Football Foundation.  He proposed that the Accounts for Payment be settled


Resolved: That the Accounts for Payment be paid.



B
Planning –27/4/2006,2/5/2006





Robert Barber introduced the reports, which were accepted.



C
Environment –18/4/2006

Ian Hill introduced the reports.   Tony Williamson said that he was awaiting a response from James Turner about “Hidden Britain”.  Robert Barber asked that the rubbish collected by volunteers on Watlington Hill be collected; Rodney Mann agreed to pursue this.

D
Allotments 

Ted Backhouse reported that 51 plots were let and only 3 ore 4 were available.


E         Pavilion –  Tony Williamson said there was nothing to report

F        Affordable Housing

Tony Williamson said that Sovereign were awaiting a meeting between the architect, who had just been away for two weeks on Jury Service, and SODC planners. After that he would report to us.

06/66
County Councillors Report. 



There was no report.

06/67
Annual General Meeting 2006 had been held in the Pavilion on Thursday 27th April and attended by about 50 people. A request had been made for the Parish Council to consider making a grant towards the cost of traffic calming in Britwell Road; it was agreed that this be referred to Environment Committee.   Tony Williamson commented on a Watlington Times report that there was a legal requirement for Charities to report to the Parish Council’s Annual Public Meeting; he said that he was not aware of this in either Local Government or Charity legislation. However he had looked at the Charity Commission’s website information about Watlington Charities; this showed 18 Watlington charities, of which the income and expenditure of 6 were below the level for which accounts and reports were required, and the accounts and reports of 4 were available on the website.

06/68 
 Correspondence was noted. 


Re Letter No 153 - Tony Williamson had contacted Mrs Naumann re Britwell   Road Affordable Housing site.

06/69
Mansle Exchange


Phil Jackson reported on the visit to Masle at the end of May, which would include a return football match, evening event and tour round the local town.  It was agreed that appropriate gifts could be purchased.  Ted Backhouse’s offer of a goblet with the Town Hall engraved on it was welcomed.

06/70
Churchyard Thanksgiving Service Tony Williamson gave notice of the service planned for Sunday 11th June 2006

06/71
Library
- Tony Williamson reported that Mouchel Parkman were meeting with SODC Planners with a view to seeking “project approval” from the County Council’s Capital Steering Committee on 2nd June.

There being no other business  the meeting closed at and went into Confidential Session according to:


EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC - IT WAS RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for items of business relating to HGV’s, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.

06/72 HGV Lorries –Rhian Woods updated the committee  on a specific HGV issue.
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