Minutes of the Meeting of Full CouncilPRIVATE 

Held on Tuesday 8th June 2004 at 8PM

 in the Town Hall

Present:

Councillors:

Phil Jackson – Chairman




Tony Williamson




Angie Paterson




Ted Backhouse




Barry Adby




Keith Lane

Officer:

Kristina Tynan

04/65
Apologies for absence
David Tindale, Robert Barber, Roger Beattie, Ian Hill, Nicholas Payne, David Ferguson- Henley Standard, Roger Harrop.

04/66
In Attendance:  Abdul Okoro – Sanctuary Care


Phil Jackson welcomed Abdul Okoro to the meeting.  

Mr Okoro said that the press release has gone to the Watlington Times.  There will be 30 beds for older people with mental health needs, 10 Intermediate Care beds (which will help the pressure on the hospitals and will be NHS funded) and 20 beds for a mix of longer stay general nursing care, continuing care, palliative and respite care residents.

Priority will be given to people from and around the Watlington area.  45 beds have been block booked by the NHS, 15 beds will be private and 1 bed is booked by the WHCT for people who require respite care (there will be a weekly intake).

The home will be staffed 24 hours a day.

Sanctuary Care have 10 homes and pride themselves on the high quality of care.  Inspection reports are available to look at.  They have recruited 80% of the staff for the Watlington home.  They have tried to recruit locally but have found it very hard to get local nurses.  There are 6 self-contained flats in the home for staff and Sanctuary Care has also rented a 5 bed-roomed flat in the town for staff.  Most staff are from the Philippines and they have 8 from Eastern Europe and Mr Okoro hopes that they will integrate well into the community.

The home will be fully operational from the 19th July if the handover goes well.  They are presently assessing residents.  The official opening will be on the 23rd July by the Duke of Kent.  On the 16th July the home is inviting locals to view the home.

There will be a minibus available for all the residents and staff.

Phil Jackson thanked Mr Abdul for his interesting information on the new care home.

04/67  Chairman's remarks

Phil Jackson thanked Ted Backhouse for installing the microphone system.

04/68
Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare any personal interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.


There were no declarations on interest.

04/69
Minutes of Meeting  11th May 2004


Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record.

04/70
Matters arising other than agenda items

There were none.

04/71
District Councillors Report


There was no report.

04/72
County Councillors Report


There was no report.

04/73
Suggestions for a Better Watlington 


Affordable Housing – Tony Williamson to chase up SODC


Traffic Issues at Britwell Road – On-going.

Footpaths – The footpath between Cuxham Road and Church Street still has not been cut by the County.  It was agreed that if this is not cut imminently then we arrange to get this footpath cut and send the bill to OCC.

04/74  Committees:

A. PROJECTS,FINANCE & STAFF – 


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the Accounts for Payment be paid.  This was unanimously agreed.


It was agreed that Tony Williamson put the logs on the green in Marlbrook.  The Clerk to agree with him the positioning.


It was agreed to change the scheduled meeting from the 17th June to the 28th June.


B.  PLANNING - 


There was no planning meeting.


C.  ENVIRONMENT –      25/5/04


Car Park Charges – Watlington Car Park- The SODC Cabinet Meeting took place on 3rd June. Angie Paterson stated that 12 people from Watlington attended at very short notice.  Angie Paterson spoke to Cabinet and also David Sloan spoke on behalf of Watlington.  All people present were aggrieved that the Cabinet seemed to take no notice of our concerns.  There is a possibility that this issue may be sent to the Scrutiny Committee which meets on the 22nd June. Phil Jackson thanked Angie Paterson for all her hard work on this issue.


Resolved:  That a Questionnaire be distributed on the Car Park issues.


Traffic Survey 

Resolved:   That we carry out this Travel Survey as set out in the draft grant application to ORCC with the understanding that the grant would meet the full cost of the survey with the view to sending out the questionnaire in September.

Tubs in the Town – Mr Backhouse stated that he was impressed with the planting of the tubs in the Town.

Paddock – It was noted that the Paddock looked wonderful for the Festival.  Agreed to thank Lawrence Landscape for their cutting of it just before the Festival. 

Resolved:  To thank the Festival Committee for all their hard work and for providing such superb entertainment over the Festival Weekend.

Better Ways to School – There is a meeting scheduled for 21/6/04.  Mr Backhouse and Mr Barber will represent the Parish Council.

D. ALLOTMENTS 

Nothing to report

04/75
To approve the Accounts for Audit
Resolved:  That Section 1 and 2 of the Annual Return be approved.  That the supporting account information be approved and that the Accounts be sent to our Internal Auditor Mr Roger Symes.

04/76 
Correspondence 


List Attached to Agenda

Letter Number 223 – Oxfordshire Fire Control – Fire Control Regionalisation. Councillors should write individually if they wish to support the Fire Service objections to this reorganisation.  It they wish to support a motion that the Parish Council supports this please e-mail the office.  This will be discussed at the next PFS Meeting.  Agreed to find out if there will be an official consultation on this issue.

04/77
Representation on other bodies:

a.Watlington Educational Foundation – Canon Williamson.


They have not met.


b.Icknield Community Education Management Committee-Mr Beattie

Nothing to report.


c.Icknield Community College - Mrs Meddings             


The Clerk to contact Mrs Meddings.


d."Poors Allotment" and “Public Charities”-  Mr Barber

Nothing to report.


e.Watlington Watch 

We are now receiving Ringmaster reports in the Office.


f.Watlington & District Age Concern – Mr Backhouse.


There is a meeting tonight.


g.Watlington Primary School - Mr Beattie

Nothing to report.


h. Watlington and District Business Partnership – Mrs Paterson

They have been discussing the Car Park issue.


i.Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane

There will be a  D-Day Exhibition on the 12th and 13th June.


j.Watlington Youth Committee – Mr Beattie


Nothing to report.


k.NHS Primary Care Trust - Canon Williamson
Canon Williamson reported that 50% of inpatients in Hospitals occupy 10% of the beds.  

04/78
Any Other Business at discretion of Chair
PC Martin the local Area Beat Officer retired on the 30th May.  The new officer has been appointed but will not be in position until August 2004.   A letter to be sent to the Inspector asking what interim measures they have in place for Watlington until August.


Resolved:  To send a letter about the lack of police presence at the May Festival.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.31 to go into Confidential Session to discuss the  Pavilion.


According to:

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 


public be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that 


they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 

            and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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