Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 14th  April 2009

Present:
Councillors:


Angie Paterson – Chairman





Ian Hill – Vice-Chairman





Tony Williamson





David Tindale





Nick Greaves





Linda Nicholson





Di Tolan

Officer:


Kristina Tynan

In Attendance:


Rodney Mann – District Councillor

Members of the Public:
2


Before the meeting Angie Paterson gave the sad news of the death of Derek Mills 
who was the caretaker of the Town Hall for 20 years(left 2006)and asked 
Councillors to observe a one minute silence to show their respect.
47/09
Apologies for absence

Charles Rowton-Lee, Rhian Woods, Barbara Crookes, Ed Baker, Keith Lane
48/09 
Chairman's remarks

Town Hall – Trusteeship Issue
Angie Paterson stated that as information has been received on the Trusteeship of the Town Hall that we discuss this after Watlington Speaks on the Agenda item.
Resolved: That this be agreed.


Forward Plan

Angie Paterson suggested that we have a written forward plan to help keep track of what is occurring when. She has drafted a pro-forma and the Clerk will be working on developing the document. This will be a live document on a rolling programme which should help with the flow of efficiency and keep people informed about what we will be discussing and when.
Members of the Public

Angie Paterson welcomed two members of the public and said how nice to see people come and show an interest in the work of the Parish Council .
49/09   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were no declarations of interest.
50/09
Minutes of Meeting 10th  March 2009 to be signed as a correct record 

Agreed that with the change to 36/09 to ‘change’ from ‘changed’ and 38/09 to ‘titled not ‘titles’.

Resolved: That these minutes be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
51/09
Matters arising from the Minutes
Traffic Orders for Watlington – This has been delayed as money has been diverted to repairing roads after severe frost damage from the bad weather.
52/09
Public Questions

There were no public questions
53/09
District Councillors Report – Angie Paterson/Rodney Mann
New Refuse Collection- Wheelie bins have started to be delivered. People who have their rubbish collected on Mondays will have theirs delivered first, then Tuesdays etc.  However they will not be able to be used until 8th June. Watlington Parish Council has submitted to SODC a list of properties that they consider unsuitable for wheelie bins.  All these wheelie bins have chips in them which will make it easier to check if they have been emptied and to locate if moved. There is no intention to monitor the waste from properties. Leaflets with details are being delivered to all households. 
Core Strategy- This document concerns the planning for the District until 2026 so it is important that views are given on this. Watlington Parish Council has put the whole of the Strategy Committee meeting to this item next week.

Planning Enforcement- The backlog is getting less and the only cases outstanding are the very complex ones.
OCC Primary School Provision Review, Thame/Watlington Area (24/3/2009) – Angie Paterson attended this meeting which was looking at a wrap around service for primary schools.  Huge pressure is being put on schools over the services they have to provide before and after the normal school hours. It is being suggested that communities have to take responsibility for some school issues. This meeting was not about secondary schools but would be useful to Watlington to be able to use the Icknield Community College facilities for the community.

Rodney Mann reported that he thought it was a badly presented meeting with not much consultation. There was a lot about involvement by the community by using school’s facilities and that it was hard to see what they were trying to get out of the meeting. Issues such as heads of small schools be in charge of a few schools were discussed. However there is only one primary school in Oxfordshire which has a question mark on it. 

It was noted that Helen Rints (Development Manager, Extended Services & Children’s Centre, Watlington Partnership) will be coming to give a short presentation at our May Full Council meeting.
54/09 
County Councillors Report 


There was no report

55/09
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments for March and April 2009
Resolved: That the Balances of Accounts and List of Payments for March and April be signed by the Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.
56/09
Committees:

A: FINANCE


There has been no meeting.
B: PLANNING – 17/3/09 and 7/4/09- David Tindale

Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council,

Planning Award 
Resolved:  That we carry over our nominations over to next year as potentially two nominated projects are not yet completed. Therefore the Planning Committee recommends that no planning award to be made for 2009.



C: STRATEGY – 17/3/2009- Ian Hill
Resolved; That these minutes are accepted by Council
Angie Paterson noted that in the minutes it states that she has videos of  refuse  collections. In fact it was about recycling facilities and she does not have the videos but referenced a website that shows the working the Materials Recycling Facility. The can be seen via the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership website. www.oxfordshirewaste.gov.org  Go to:
1. Home page

2. Recycle

3. What happens to my recycling

4. See video of recyclables being sorted...

Housing Need Survey by OALC- It was noted that the presentation at the beginning of the Strategy meeting was useful and informative. The survey will be at no cost to the Parish Council.
Resolved: That Watlington Parish Council support doing a Housing Needs Survey with timing to be agreed.

Willow Hedge – Paddock 

Resolved: That now Berinsfield Community Business are keeping this hedge very low and well maintained, we keep the willow hedge and not replace with fencing and review next year. 

Street Lights – proposal from OCC about switching off street lights from 12.30am – 5.30am)

Resolved: That Watlington Parish Council does not support the switching off lights in Watlington as it is not well lit anyway, but we would support any measures to make them more energy efficient.

Lease of PCSO Base at Council Office – Terms of lease to be agreed 

Resolved: That Watlington Parish Council sign this lease once Thames Valley Police have agreed to pay the legal costs as Nick Greaves has advised.  He stated that all was in order.

CPRE – Invitation to become a member of Henley and Mapleduram 


Distict 
CPRE.


Resolved; That we do not join this organisation as it would impair our ability to 

act independently.


D. OPERATIONS – 25/3/09- Roger Beattie

Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.

Rates of Hire

Resolved:  That we increase the hourly rate for the Town Hall from £5 per hour to £6 per hour.



Paddock 

Resolved: That we put a wild meadow flower mix in the long grass area bed in front of Old School Place.


Thames Valley Police – Community Award nomination


Resolved: That we nominate our PCSO Diane Greenwood for this award.

National Play Day- August 5th – It was noted that there are grants available for this and this to be discussed at the next Operations Meeting.

E:  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report
F:  PAVILION-
Resolved: That the Council agree that we give permission for residents of Shirburn to use the pavilion as an evacuation point in the event of an emergency evacuation. 
G.  PLAY EQUIPMENT PROJECT
The work is in progress and is scheduled to finish at the end of June. It was a shame it had to start in the Easter Holidays but due to grant deadlines it was unavoidable. It was also unfortunate that on the first night works started that there was vandalism to the digger. The police are investigating this incident.
Resolved: To have an opening event either the first or second weekend in July. Angie Paterson to set up a small group to organise this. Oxford Heart Radio have agreed to do an outside broadcast for this event. It was agreed that we personally invite all people who have given money to this project to this event.


H. TOWN HALL CHARITY

Tony Williamson gave out information received from the Charity Trustees, OALC and also the LTN28 on Basic Charity Law. The External Auditor brought up this issue last year. It was noted that the Parish Council is both the sole custodian and managing trustee of this Charity. 

Councillors can choose not to be a trustee. David Tindale declared that he cannot be a trustee of the Town Hall Charity.


Resolved: That we appoint as many Parish Councillors as are willing to become Trustees for this Charity at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council  on May 12th 2009, and a Trustee Meeting to be set up as soon as is practicable.
57/09
Publication Scheme
Resolved: to approve the publication scheme. 
58/09
South Oxfordshire Core Strategy – Preferred Options Consultation
This item will be the only agenda item for the Strategy Meeting on the 21/4/09

Resolved: That Strategy Committee be delegated to give the Parish Council’s response to this consultation.

59/09
Correspondence 


Correspondence was noted and most have been sent to the relevant committees to deal with.
60/09
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

Friends of Watlington Library (FOWL) – from Philip Pinney- Chairman of Trustees
‘In case Roger Belson or others are not present at your meeting, I understand that the OCC Capital Steering Group is to consider authorising the go-ahead for Watlington Library at its Meeting on 6 May.

 

Even though we know that the OCC Library staff and others are undertaking some contingency planning, we still feel that it is unsafe to assume that the project go-ahead is a foregone conclusion.  We are therefore keeping a low profile, whilst expressing some optimism, and hoping that the full planned programme of work will start this summer’.

61/09
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.44PM
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