Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 10th  February 2009

Present:
Councillors:




Angie Paterson –Chairman







Ian Hill – Vice-Chairman







Linda Nicholson







Barbara Crookes







David Tindale







Tony Williamson







Nick Greaves (8.20pm)







Roger Beattie (8.55pm)

Officer:




Kristina Tynan
Members of the Public:


1
17/09   Apologies for absence
Di Tolan, Charles Rowton-Lee, Ed Baker, Keith Lane, Rhian Woods, Rodney Mann, Roger Belson.

18/09 
Chairman's remarks


There were none.
19/09   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.

There were none.
20/09
Minutes of Meeting 13th January 2009 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
21/09
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Grant Agreement from SODC for Play Equipment (Minute 12/09 refers)
  Resolved: That this agreement by signed by Angie Paterson and Rhian Woods.
22/09
Public Questions

There were no public questions notified.
23/09
District Councillors Report – Angie Paterson

Air Quality 
This issue should have been discussed by the Licensing Committee last week but has been postponed to the end of the month. It will ask formally for Watlington to be an Air Management Area.  It is envisaged that there will be no changes made to the paper which will be presented to the Committee. Angie Paterson has spoken to SODC about their failing to involve the Parish Council at an earlier stage. However the Parish Council will be involved with the Air Quality Team which will look at traffic flows, parking etc, of which WPC have already done a lot of work on.
Watlington will be the 3rd town in South Oxfordshire to be an Air Management Area following Henley and Wallingford. This is because all 3 towns are old with narrow streets and high buildings.

A piece on this has gone into the February Watlington Times. Levels of Nitrogen Dioxide are not currently a health risk but action is necessary to ensure that is does not become so in the future. It must be noted that people’s health is not currently at risk.  Couching Street and Brook Street are the key areas in Watlington and most of the problem is known to be from exhaust fumes. 
There will need to be a balance between different things eg stopping buses having to wait as they cannot get past badly parked cars.

When the final version of the SODC paper on Air Quality Order is available the Clerk will print it out.

Presentation of New Waste Services (SODC)


The Clerk and Tony Williamson will be attending.


What’s special about Rural Areas(SODC)


Councillors to check if they are able to attend.

Oakley Wood

Tony Williamson stated that to enable residents to get access to graves and keep the areas clear he originally had bonfires to get rid of the dead overgrowth. However there were complaints about this practice and since then has taken cuttings to the Oakley Wood tip.  However the planned renovation at Oakley Wood will prevent garden refuse being dragged off trailers and require it all to be picked up and put over a wall; this will make it impractical to dispose of churchyard refuse at Oakley Wood. We need to look into this. Angie Paterson agreed to approach Roger Belson.

It was noted that Oakley Wood will be closed from the 23rd March until mid 
 June.
Resolved: That the Clerk put up notices regarding this closure so the public are aware of its temporary closure.
24/09 
County Councillors Report 


There was no report.

25/09
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments

Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the list of payments be paid 

Resolved: That the Balances of Accounts and List of Payments be signed by the Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.
26/09
Committees:

A: FINANCE



There has been no meeting. Next meeting is scheduled for the 24th Feburary.

B: PLANNING – 3/2/2009 – David Tindale
P08/E0750 Erection of lambing shed at Land south of Northend Road, Christmas Common  -  Appeal lodged, following refusal of planning permission by SODC
David Tindale has asked Robert Barber to put in a submission to the Inspector on this.
Little Acres Farm – David Tindale to check latest planning application against present site conditions.

8 Prospect Place- David Tindale to look at original planning application against current parking spaces layout.

Quarrington Place and The Lilacs Refuse Collection – WPC understood that these 2 properties would have refuse collected outside the properties once the roads had been adopted. The Clerk to contact SODC regarding this issue and to pass on any information to Angie Paterson.


C: STRATEGY – 20/1/2009 – Ian Hill
Use of Herbicides by the Parish Council 
The Clerk was thanked for her paper on this.
Resolved: That we withdraw our policy regarding herbicides and agree a limited use on public ways to keep weeds under control.  Only Glyphosate to be used.


Church Development Meeting


Ian Hill urged Councillors to attend this meeting on the 12th February at 7.30pm



SODC – Identification of Land use of Areas in Watlington 

The Clerk and Ian Hill are completing this paper.

Parking Permits – This issue will be on the next Strategy Committee agenda.

D. OPERATIONS – 28/1/2009 – Linda Nicholson reported
Town Hall – Plastering underneath top stairs it was agreed that
we contact Boshers for a quote for these works as it needs to be done by a Specialist Plasterer as a lime mix is needed.  
Town Hall – Flagpole – This has been looked at and it seems to be in a sturdy condition at present. 
Community Office – 2 wall mounted bike stands for outside the Community Office have been ordered.

E:  ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk reported that there are 5 people on the waiting list at present
F:  PAVILION- Tony Williamson

There is to be a Football Foundation monitoring visit next week.
G.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP
The Fitness Equipment will be on the next Strategy Committee meeting agenda.

H. WATLINGTON SPEAKS WORKING GROUP 

Linda Nicholso stated that she has been disappointed in the responses on the beermats.  Di Tolan has done a lot of work on the questionnaire which is now ready to be discussed at the next meeting. It was noted that the beermats have been a good topic of conversation in the locations they have been put. A good response has been received from the Dentist.
27/09
Standing Orders 

Resolved: That we accept the attached Standing Orders with minor adjustments as OALC and NALC are still working with the 2003 version. They are presently reviewing Standing Orders which will be available from April 2009. Therefore it was agreed that we wait for this revision and then revise our standing orders in line with these.

It was noted that some orders are not correct. No 97 and 98 are not now done in Planning. It was suggest they are removed in the new revision.

28/09
Town Hall - Charity Issue – Trusteeship-  Paper from Tony Williamson was attached to Agenda
This issue arose from the last Audit. When this was looked at this led to 2 separate issues. 
1.Trusteeship

The Parish Council is the custodian trustee of the property as well as the administrator of the Charity. The Parish Council is responsible, as a body, for the management and administration of the Charity and can decide who from its number will act as a trustee.”                                                                 

2. Management of the Charity

In relation to the Parish Council’s management of the charity, the relevant points seem to be –
a)The Parish Council, as a body, is both the custodian trustee and the managing trustee of the Town Hall Charity. Parish Councillors are therefore not individually trustees of the charity, 

b)When the Parish Council intends to act as Trustee of the Town Hall, it must resolve to do so; the minute of the decision must clearly state that the Parish Council is acting as trustee in making the decision. The agenda of the meeting should indicate the intention of the Parish Council to make decisions as Trustee, and should state the matters on which it intends to make a decision.

c)Any Parish Councillor who does not intend to take part in trusteeship decisions of the Parish Council can withdraw from the meeting for that item. The minutes of the meeting must make this clear.  

d)The Parish Council could resolve that, when it acts as Trustee, its membership would be limited to certain members.  It would help for this to be as many members as possible, in case some members are absent.
It was thought that for the next financial year the Council discuss whether the Operations Committee be delegated the ‘trusteeship’ of the Town Hall. 

It was agreed that we need to separate out the Town Hall’s costs from the rest of the Parish Council’s accounts. We will need to identify which Parish Councillors will act as Trustees. It was noted that David Tindale is not a Trustee for the Town Hall for professional reasons.
Resolved: That this will need to be a Full Council agenda item at a future meeting to agree clarification of operating procedures.  Tony Williamson and the Clerk to work on this.

It is the Parish Council’s serious intention to sort out this issue.

Tony Williamson was formally thanked for all his work on this issue which is very complicated and has taken many months to reach this stage and in spite of the Charity Commission initially giving us incorrect advice which they then apologised to us for.
29/09
Correspondence 


All correspondence has been passed to Committees or noted.
30/09
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

Business Association – They are having their AGM tonight. They are hoping to find ways to forge better links with the Parish Council.
31/09
To accept the Confidential Note from 9.12.2008 on the issue of Mason’s Wood

Resolved:  That this note be accepted and signed by the Chairman.
32/09
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

Snow on Streets – It was asked if we could ask residents to clear snow from outside their properties. The Clerk to check out this issue and find out a definitive answer on this. It was also agreed to check out our position as a Council.
Our Caretaker Bob Thomas’s efforts during the snowy weather were much appreciated and the Clerk to pass on Councillors thanks.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.12PM
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