Minutes of the  Meeting of Full Council
Held in the Community Office
at 8pm on Tuesday 13th January 2009
Present:
Councillors:


Angie Paterson - Chairman





Ian Hill - Vice-Chairman





Di Tolan





Barbara Crookes









Roger Beattie




Nick Greaves





Tony Williamson





David Tindale





Rhian Woods
Officer:


Kristina Tynan
Members of the Public:
1
01/09
Apologies for absence

Ed Baker, Linda Nicholson, Keith Lane, Charles Rowton-Lee, Rodney Mann
02/09 
Chairman's remarks

Angie Paterson wished everyone a Happy New Year.  She gave Council’s sympathy on the death of William Stone and has been asked to discuss something relating to this in Confidential Session. We have only just had this information given to us in the last 24 hours.  It was agreed that this item be taken in Confidential Session at the end of the meeting.

03/09   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were no declarations of interest.
04/09
Minutes of Meeting 9th December 2008 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved:  That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
05/09
Matters arising from the Minutes
Good Councillors Guide (Minute 08/153 refers) – Tony Williamson stated that there are a few issues on procedural matters that the Clerk is seeking advice on.
Angie Paterson stated that as we are reviewing our Standing Orders we will review these matters at the same time.

Windmill Piece (Minute 08/158 refers) – The Clerk has looked into this issue and the current position is that there is still not a legally agreed section 38 agreement.  It is thought that there is a hold up with the County legal team. As soon as the County Council adopt this road, SODC will be able to collect rubbish from their doors. 
Town Hall Charity (Minute 08/161 refers) – According to the governing document of the charity, the Parish Council is corporately the Custodian Trustee and also the corporate body which is the trustee of the charity. We are still awaiting further information as regards whether Councillors have any individual responsibility.
06/09
Public Questions


There were none notified.

07/09
District Councillors Report – Angie Paterson
Waste Contract – There has been a press release published on this today. Verdant has been awarded the Waste Contract from June 2009. This company already does some street cleaning in the District already. There was a huge amount of public consultation last year and one of the key drivers is that the District, like others need to increase recyling rates. It will be a wheelie bin system.
Rubbish will be collected in wheelie bins. There will be a weekly collection of Food Waste only which will be composted and a fortnightly collection of other things eg, green waste, glass, food, paper, tetra packs.  By doing this the amount of rubbish which cannot be recycled should be very small. One of the main drivers is to make it very easy for people to recycle.  There will be an option for people who cannot have a wheelie bin which they will need to apply for. It needs to be noted that SODC are only responsible for collection of waste, getting rid of it is OCC’s responsibility.  In the coming months there will be consultation with Parish and Town Councils to identify households needing an alternative.
The SODC press release to be circulated to all Councillors.
With regards to recyling now, Angie Paterson to circulate a paper on this to all Councillors.


Air Quality – Angie Paterson has contacted Environmental Heath regarding this. DEFRA has approved results.  The likelihood is that Watlington will be declared an Air Quality Management Area. Angie Paterson will keep Council informed regarding this.
08/09 
County Councillors Report 

Roger Belson will be attending the February Full Council meeting. The Clerk to ask him to find out the situation regarding the legal agreement with Windmill Piece.

09/09
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments

Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the list of payments be paid apart from the cheque to St Leonards Church for hire of glasses. Ian Hill proposed that this cheque be paid and this was agreed.

Resolved: That the Balances of Accounts and List of Payments with the above addition be signed by the Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.
10/09
Committees:

A: FINANCE



There has been no meeting.

B: PLANNING – 6/1/2009 – David Tindale
P08/E1327 Oaktree Farm, Christmas Common -  David Tindale stated that he put in a written representation to SODC as no committee member was available to speak at the SODC meeting on this application.  However SODC have now passed this application.


P08/E1327  8 Gorwell, Watlington 


Change of use of first floor flat to office use (B1) and widening of vehicular access. We objected to this after a site visit as Question 16 on the application form has been answered incorrectly – trees are present on the site and the widening of the access would necessitate their removal. This site is within the Watlington Conservation Area.

Appeal at Britwell Hill Farm – The inspector has dismissed this appeal. There was a very comprehensive report and the Planning Committee were very pleased with this result. WPC had put in our own representation on this appeal.

C: STRATEGY

There had been no meeting.


D. OPERATIONS 

There had been no meeting.


E:  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.

F:  PAVILION

There has been no meeting.
G.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP

Nothing to report

H. WATLINGTON SPEAKS WORKING GROUP 

Linda Nicholson reported that the beermats response has not been great to date. If anyone would like to take some to any groups there are mats available in the office to be collected.
11/09
Consultation on Proposed Traffic Orders in Watlington-


Attached to the Agenda amended plans and a note from David Tindale on the meeting held on 12/12/09 which stated that:
Malcolm Bowler explained the reasons for the amendments he had made to our original proposals, and based on our discussions, changed some of them. After discussion, we could see his reasoning for two changes to our proposals for Shirburn Street, as follows;

1) keep the parking bay where it is outside the Old White Hart, as it avoided residents having to cross to their cars and improved sight lines of the Zebra crossing for traffic entering the town;

2) switch the parking bay outside the Fox and Hounds to the other side, but shorten it. 

DT pointed out that our proposals for this area had been based on the different advice we had received from Peter Ronald last year; we gained the strong impression that Malcolm has spent a lot of time in Watlington looking at the areas concerned.

Malcolm Bowler felt that after taking account of WPC's comments and the public representations he has received, in some areas he would go for traffic orders which exceeded our proposals, as he could always implement less than the order stated. In particular, although he had removed his proposal for the parking in the High Street outside the Granary to be 1 hour waiting, he would maintain Monday to Saturday 1 hour waiting in the bays at the top of the High Street as he hadn't received one objection! He also favoured extending the double yellow lines down Love Lane as far as Orchard Walk and the entrance to the Recreation Ground based on comments received about Icknield buses. He suggested a 28 day formal consultation period (as opposed to the statutory 21 day minimum) and will put up the formal notices to that effect, in addition to other publicity. He advised that there is no house-to-house letter drop for this stage of the process; people have to respond based on the posted notices.


Angie Paterson stated that there have been a number of letters in regarding the  proposed changes to limit parking in Love Lane and was concerned that this had not been taken on board.  She also asked for clarification of the process for seeking traffic orders beyond that which it planned to implement immediately.  Angie Paterson was concerned that once granted, things would simply be done and we would lose sight of the rationale behind the scope of the Orders.
This Council notes that this consultation will now proceed to the next stage of formal consultation. The Parish Council has not changed its proposals on the consultation. Council will keep a close eye on this consultation. It was also noted that the money for this change to TRO has been earmarked at the County Council.

Resolved: That when we know about the next stage of the Consultation we send a standard letter to all residents who have written to us on this issue.
Remarking of Yellow Lines
It was noted that the lines have been burnt off but have not been replaced yet due to weather conditions. They will be put back shortly. At present our PCSO cannot enforce due to the yellow lines not being there.
12/09
Approval to sign the draft grant agreement from SODC for the Recreation Ground - Attached to Agenda
Rhian Woods stated that £9,000 has been raised locally to date. The project is due to start in mid March and we hope will be completed by the end of June. This project to be discussed at a Strategy meeting to look at amendments to the scheme in relation to extra fitness equipment.  Ted Backhouse and Roger Beattie are going to Birmingham to look at this equipment in situ. Sworn King have been appointed as our QS. It was noted that once this project is underway a large part of the recreation ground will be closed off to the public and it was agreed that a note on this to be put into the Watlington Times.
Resolved:  That this agreement is signed once clarification on point 7, 12.1,13.2 and Schedule 3 have been received. 
13/09
Correspondence -List Attached to Agenda


Correspondence was noted.
14/09
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

No reports have been received.

15/09
To accept the Confidential Note from 9.12.2008 on the issue of Mason’s Wood

Resolved:  That the confidential note date 1/12/08 be accepted.
16/09
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

The Paper Shop Window – The Clerk is working on a new display for this window which will be put up shortly.
Dog Fouling – It was noted that PCSO’s are being given new powers to deal with this problem. The Clerk to look into this.
Masons Wood 
Resolved: That this item to be taken in Confidential Session as new information has been received.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.10PM AND WENT INTO CONFIDENTIAL SESSION TO DISCUSS MASON’S WOOD, According to:
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC:
RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Public be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9
 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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