Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 9th June 2009

Present:


Angie Paterson – Chairman




Ian Hill – Vice-Chairman





Tony Williamson





Rhian Woods





David Tindale





Roger Beattie
Officer:


Kristina Tynan

Members of the Public:
3
80/09
Apologies for absence
Keith Lane, David Shannon, Barbara Crookes, Nick Greaves, Charles Rowton-Lee, Di Tolan

81/09
Chairman's remarks


There were no chairman’s remarks.
82/09   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.


There were no declarations of interests.
83/09
Minutes of the Annual Meeting on  12th  May 2009  to be signed as a correct record 

Minute 67/09 page 27 ‘grouse’ should read ’group’.

Minute 69/09 page 28 should read ‘Tony Williamson has been appointed for 3 years until 2012 as our representative on the Watlington Education Foundation. Resolved: That with these 2 corrections the Minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
84/09
Matters arising from the Minutes
(62/09 Refers)Election of Chairman. Tony Williamson stated that Angie Paterson should not feel under any pressure to remain as Chairman if circumstances are difficult. Angie Paterson said that the position is not a problem as long as all Councillors do their share. He also offered to help Angie Paterson in any way he can.
(73/09 Refers)Core Strategy. Tony Williamson said that he has been looking into SODC’s Market Strategy which only talks about Wallingford, Thame and Henley.  He thinks we should talk with our Business Association and try to get Watlington included as it a major hub for all the villages around with an incredible range of facilities, businesses etc. Tony Williamson said he is extremely worried about SODC driving only the three largest market towns and ignoring smaller towns such as ourselves.
Resolved: That this be a Strategy Committee Agenda for a future meeting. Angie Paterson to seek clarification from SODC on the role of a market towns.

(74/09 Refers)Library.  Angie Paterson told members that a meeting had taken place with SEB who are putting in a new substation at the back of the land of the library. They are under pressure to complete this before the work starts on the library. They will then have work to do on the high street to connect cables up with the existing ones. It was emphasised that we would like the road kept open if possible so that traders business is not affected.  This work will be done over a number of months.  

The Library’s contractors are Kingsleys who have had a lot of experience on old buildings.  The temporary library facilities will be behind Griffiths and Sons. The contract starts on August 6th. We have received a letter from OCC ( letter no 165)
Resolved: That we put up signs directing people to use the entrance to the paddock on the Davenport side.  One sign to go in the paddock and one at the entrance from the High Street. 
85/09
Public Questions


There were no public questions notified.

86/09
District Councillors Report – Angie Paterson
SODC have had their Annual Meeting.   Angie Paterson and Rodney Mann both retain their Cabinet Portfolios of Planning and Finance respectively.   Rodney Mann is no longer keeping his Legal and Democratic Portfolio, this was at his request.  

Housing Register – There is an increase in the number of people applying to be on this list and also in the amount of people asking for advice on housing and benefit enquires. This is a sign of the times.  This has increased workload in these departments.
Icelandic Bank- The news is that  some more money is being repaid.  SODC are hopeful that most of the money will eventually come back.

Wheelie Bin Service – This new service started yesterday.

Wallingford Outdoor Swimming Pool – This has been refurbished and is now heated and open for the summer.
87/09 
County Councillors Report 

Roger Belson was unable to attend this meeting However it was noted that he was elected as County Councillor on the 4th June 2009.

88/09
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments
89/09
Committees:

A: FINANCE
- Note from 26/5/09- Tony Williamson
Town Hall – Reserves and amount to be transferred and grant for 2009/2010

Resolved: That we transfer the Town Hall Reserves (£17000), the Piano fund (£1357), our budget (£4300) and the Town Hall’s insurance (£3700) at a total amount of £26,357.00 on the request of the Trustees.

It was noted that the Trustees Meeting will be held on the 30th June at 8pm in the Town Hall.


NALC Final Salary for 2008/2009

NALC have now given us the final increase figure for 2008/2009 which is 
2.75% above 2007/8 salaries.


Resolved:
1. That the Clerks salary for 2008-9 should have been £20,448, compared with the £20,388 decided on an interim basis by the Council on 9th December. She is therefore due both for a back payment of £60 and the actual increase in her current salary. 

2. Following the decision of 9th December, the salaries of all other members of staff should be increased by 2.75% on their 2007-8 salary scales, rather than the 2.45% increase they were awarded. This will also cause a small extra payment for 2008-9 and an increase in their actual salaries from today. 


Public Liability


Resolved: That our amount remains at £5,000,000.

B: PLANNING – 12/5/09 and 2/6/09- Ian Hill

Co-option onto the Planning Committee

Resolved: That Robert Barber be co-opted onto the Planning Committee.


P07/E1560 Chicken Farm at Christmas Common
Angie Paterson stated that she has been involved with this issue. There has been a meeting with the Enforcement Officer and the Head of the Enforcement team.  The local residents have been assured that SODC are doing what they can. The applicant has now moved into the property with his family. SODC will give a 28 day notice and SODC are keeping a very close eye on this situation taking what enforcement action it is able to.


C: STRATEGY – 19/5/2009

Watlington Parish Council – Grants Procedure for 2009 


Resolved:  That the attached form and letter be agreed for the grants procedure for this year and we advertise in the July and August Watlington Times stating the amount that the Parish Council have available to award in grants for this financial year which is £1075.00 for the financial year 2009/2010.
Gates to the Entrances to the Towns – We are getting further views on this issue.  Roger Beattie said that OCC have done a traffic survey on Shirburn Road and it was agreed that we ask if we can have this information.

Meeting with Church

Ian Hill is fixing a date for this meeting.

D. OPERATIONS – 25/3/09- Roger Beattie

Co-option onto Operations Committee


Resolved: That Ted Backhouse be co-opted onto Operations Committee.


Town Hall Clock
We have had a number of responses on this and this issue will be discussed at the next Strategy meeting.

Traffic Regulation Orders


These are with the legal department at OCC at the moment.


E:  ALLOTMENTS

Formal thanks was given to George Bruce for all his hard work and organisation of the allotments.
F:  PAVILION

The next meeting is scheduled for 17th June 2009.

Development Programme- This was circulated. Tony Williamson reported that the Sports Club as part of the grant funding from the Football Foundation have had to provide a 5 year programme as to how they developed. Every year have had to have an update meeting with the Football Foundation, Tony Williamson stated that it was a good honest report. This meeting will take place in July.  The numbers of teams projected on the original report have decreased but the Sports Club are hopeful of increasing teams in the Autumn.
Angie Paterson asked if they had good grounds for this optimism. Tony Williamson reported that they have had a good working relationship with Chalgrove and Chinnor football teams. It was asked if the Parish Council could do anything to help support them with encouraging more youth teams.  Rhian Woods asked if they are prepared to offer their facilities to other clubs in the area who may be interested in using these facilities.
G.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP

It was noted that some of the grass especially on the mounds has died. The contractor has been back and put on some grass seed. Andrew White has visited and given his professional advice which is to do remedial work in the Autumn. The ROSPA inspection is due next week after which the Herras fencing will be removed. Discussion took place regarding whether to have the Official Opening on Sunday 5th July.

Resolved: That we have the official opening on Sunday 5th July at 1pm.

This item now to be taken off the Full Council Agenda.
90/09
Audit 2008/2009 

Resolved: That this be delegated to Strategy Committee to approve Section 1 –Statement of Accounts and Section 2- Annual Governance Statement and Section 4 – Annual Internal Audit Report and that Section 1 and 2 and to be signed off by the RFO and the Chairman at this meeting. 
91/09
Correspondence -List was attached to Agenda
Letter 160 – Linda Nicholson – Resignation from her position as Parish Councillor.

Resolved: That we send a formal letter of thanks to Linda Nicholson for all her work whilst on the Parish Council and that she will be missed by all. Her commitment and regular attendance of meeting was much appreciated. 
We are grateful that she is remaining on ‘Watlington Speaks’ until this project is completed.
92/09
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

No reports were received.
93/09
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
National Play Day August 5th – Roger Beattie reported that we have had £375 allocated from OCC to put on this event.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.35PM
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