Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 10th  March 2009

Present:


Councillors:


Ian Hill – Vice-Chair




Keith Lane





David Tindale





Roger Beattie





Linda Nicholson





Di Tolan





Nick Greaves





David Shannon
Officer:


Sarah Pullen
Members of the Public:
1
33/09
Apologies for absence
Angie Paterson, Tony Williamson, Ed Baker, Rhian Woods, Barbara Crookes, Charles Rowton-Lee, Kristina Tynan, Rodney Mann
33/09 
Chairman's remarks


There were none.
34/09   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.


There were none.
35/09
Minutes of Meeting 10th  February 2009 and 3rd March to be signed as a correct record 

Minute 23/09 this to be changed to ‘graves in the churchyard’ and Minute 26/09 ‘Nicholson’. With these 2 changes it was:

Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record and that they be signed by the Vice-Chairman, Ian Hill.
36/09
Matters arising from the Minutes

Snow on Pavements (Minute 32/09 Refers)

Keith Lane reported that the Highways Act has changes and that the County Council has responsibility as the ownership is with them. The Parish Council should not be liable. The Clerk to check our position on this with our Insurance Company.
37/09
Public Questions

There were no public questions.
38/09
District Councillors Report 

Ian Hill reported on the email that Angie Paterson had sent to him.
Rubbish Collection – The wheelie bins will be delivered by the end of March and the new collection arrangement will start in June. The bins will not be able to be used until June. Ian Hill read out the document titles ‘Waste Services SODC 4/3/09’to the Council. It was noted that waste will be going to Didcot not Ewelme. Grundons will continue to collect commercial waste.  It was also noted that Oakley Wood will be closed from 23/3/09 for about 3 months.
39/09 
County Councillors Report 


There was no report.

40/09
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


There was no list of Balances or Payments.

41/09
Committees:
A: FINANCE
- 24/2/09

In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair of Finance Committee, Roger Beattie 

presented the minutes of the committee.
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.
Outdoor Fitness Equipment for Recreation Ground – This will be a separate 

Project to the main play equipment one. Roger Beattie, Ted Backhouse and the 

Clerk are looking into options. They visited a site at Lane End at which the 

Equipment was better and cheaper.
Fidelity Insurance 

Resolved:  That we increase our Fidelity Cover to £150,000 at a overall cost of £400.

Review of the Effectivenesss of the Internal Audit 
Resolved:

(1) That the Council are satisfied that the internal audit system is effective. 

(2) That the Council is of the opinion that the current internal controls are adequate.  All Accounts for Payments are authorised at each Full Council Meeting and that the PFS Committee are charged with conducting a half yearly view of the accounts at the annual budget meeting normally held in November/December each year. 

(3) The scope of the annual internal audit is satisfactory, the internal auditor is entirely independent of the Council, and the testing is comprehensive; the internal audit is effective. The Parish Council considers that the internal audit is satisfactory and effective.

(4) That Roger Symes is appointed to continue to be our Internal Auditor in 2009/10.

Review of Financial Regulations 

Resolved: That the attached Financial Regulations be agreed and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.


Review of level of balances
Resolved: That the Parish Council aim to keep bank balances at a level of between the  precept and twice the precept.

Review of Town Hall Hire Charges
Resolved: That this is further reviewed and an assessment made of all other venues. A paper to be prepared on this which takes into account fixed and operational costs of the Town Hall. Roger Beattie and the Clerk to prepare this. It was noted that this paper would need to be carefully evaluated before any agreement is made.
B: PLANNING – 3/3/2009 and 10/3/09
Resolved: That both these minutes be accepted by Council.
Planning Award – The Committee have put together a shortlist of three which needs 
to be kept confidential. 

Resolved: That the Planning Committee be delegated to make a final decision at the 

next Planning Meeting on the 7/4/09.
Resolved: That the Confidential Note from the 3/3/09 be accepted.
WPC Planning Policies  - This issue was discussed and the Planning Committee resolved to continue looking at planning application using the SODC Local Plan as the guideline.
C: STRATEGY – 17/2/2009
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.

Asset Register Review 

Further to Ian Hill clarifying a couple of points with the Clerk it was:
Resolved: That this reviewed Asset Register be agreed and signed by the Chairman.
It was agreed to ask the Clerk to check if £5M is enough for Public Liability

It was also agreed to review gates and fences owned by the Parish Council
Risk Assessment Review 

Resolved: That this reviewed Risk Assessment be agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

Watlington Library

An email had been received from Philip Pinney(FOWL) today regarding The Extension to Watlington Library and Improvements to the Flat above 

Philip Pinney stated 

“Following our last FOWL Meeting, Roger Belson put pressure on OCC to take the final decision and get started on the long awaited developments at the Library.  As a result, a high level meeting was held between key people in the Library and Property Services and Mouchel on 4 March, and a further meeting (hopefully resulting in a decision) is to be held on 18 March.

To help hasten a decision, Roger relayed information about a solid offer from a Watlington resident who wants to buy the lease on the flat as soon as possible with cash, and is willing to do all the improvements at private expense thereafter.  All that OCC is being asked for is to make the roof waterproof and to connect the flat to water, gas and electricity services.

Even with this offer, Mouchel sense a shortfall in funds.  Yesterday, one of their representatives and Yvonne McDonald from the OCC Library Service came down to meet the prospective buyer.  I was also present and got the impression that whatever funds the FOWL Trust and/or the buyer may provide, they may chose to procrastinate further over the decision.  Indeed, it seems that the more we raise from the generous people of Watlington (now £51k with up to £45k being offered to OCC to help pay for the extension), the more that gets paid in fees for studies and whatever.  The time has now come for this project to be unlocked and pushed through to a successful decision and then action.  The decades of inactivity by the OCC Trustees of the Hilgrove Coxe Trust, which have left the flat empty and earning no funds for so long, cannot be allowed to continue.

After yesterday’s meeting, I had a long talk to Roger who agrees that OCC must push for a decision.  I am very happy to let him lead on this matter.  To help him, I would like Watlington Parish Council to give him all the backing possible.  We cannot afford to allow any party to divert OCC from the crucial decision, especially as the Library extension was listed as one of OCC’s top priority issues for FY2008-09”.

Philip Pinney has asked Council to back FOWL in terms of support and to make sure that the Library works go though at County Council.
Roger Beattie reported that notices have gone up on the garages behind the library asking them to be vacated by 17/3/09. 

Resolved: That the Clerk to write to Oxfordshire County Council requesting that they take a decision on the development of the library as soon as possible. The Clerk also to mention that as notices have been served on the garages that this implies that a decision has been made to proceed.
D. OPERATIONS – 25/2/2009 
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.
There were no recommendations to Council from this committee.
Parking Orders 
Resolved: That the Clerk to asked to contact OCC at the end of March asking if there is a firm commitment from the County Council to do this.
E:  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.
F:  PAVILION- 25/2/09
Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.
Item 9 – This is referring to the request from Shirburn Parish Meeting for permission for residents of Shirburn to use the pavilion as an evacuation point in the event of an emergency. As the Parish Council are the owners of the pavilion the committee has asked Council to consider this

Resolved: That this be a Recommendation to Council for the next meeting.

G.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP
Meeting with Playdale last week and we have signed the order for new play equipment. They will be starting on site on April 6th. Recreation Ground will be closed for the duration of works, this will include the skatebowl. Notices will be put up. It is envisaged that equipment will be installed by May 19th and then the grass left to rest for 1 month. Recreation Ground should be open for use by 1st July.
H. WATLINGTON SPEAKS WORKING GROUP – 3/3/09
This is going well. Caroline Lye is now the Chairman of this group.  Beermats are in 

and information is being collated at the moment. 
42/09
Fitness Equipment 

This has been commented on above. No new information to discuss.

43/09
Publication Scheme
This scheme was noted, which is summary of information and where it is held that the public can have copies of information.
44/09
Correspondence - List Attached to Agenda
Letter 47 – Electronic Consultation on Planning – It was noted that this will continue but will need to have an eye kept on it.
Letter 62 – County Council re Street Lighting – This has been passed to Strategy Committee. Watlington Speaks have had lots of comments on lighting.
Letter 70 – Future of Church Hall – This is a letter which was sent to all who have already attended a meeting giving details of the next meeting on the 28/3/09.

All correspondence was noted or has been passed to Committees.
45/09
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

No reports have been received.
46/09
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

AGM 2009 -  The date has been changed and is now scheduled for the 23rd April at 8pm in the Memorial Club
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30PM
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