MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WATLINGTON  PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE

COMMUNITY OFFICE AT 8PM ON TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008

Present

Councillors:


Angie Paterson





Keith Lane





Rhian Woods





David Tindale





Ian Hill







Tony Williamson





Di Tolan





Linda Nicholson





Barbara Crookes

Officer:


Kristina Tynan



District Councillor:

Rodney Mann

The Meeting opened with Angie Paterson presiding.

08/62.
Apologies for Absence

Nick Greaves, Ed Baker, David Shannon, Charles-Rowton-Lee, Roger Beattie who is at a Youth Meeting representing the Parish Council
08/63
Election of Chairman

Tony Williamson proposed Angie Paterson and Linda Nicholson seconded.  There were no other nominations and Angie Paterson was unanimously elected Chairman.

Chairman’s Remarks

Angie Paterson asked approval for letters to be sent to Tom Butler and Charles Turner (who have helped us in Bob’s absence) to congratulate them on becoming  fully-fledged fire fighters and to thank them for their contribution to the community through this work. She stated that it is a comfort to those in the area to know that we have  local fire fighters on hand should the need arise and we are aware of the difficulties of recruiting people to this work. We are grateful to them both for the example that they have set in committing themselves in this way.

It was also agreed that we send a letter to Derek Thatcher who has retired and  who worked for the Watlington Fire Service for 27 years.
08/64
To receive the Chairman's declaration of acceptance of office.


Angie Paterson signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
08/65
Election of Vice-Chairman.

Angie Paterson proposed Ian Hill and this was seconded by Rhian Woods. There were no other nominations and Ian Hill was elected Vice-Chairman

08/66
Declarations of Interest


Members are asked to declare any personal interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.

Angie Paterson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 15 – Mini Music Festival as she is related to one of the organisers. She signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and remained in the room for this item.
08/67
Public Questions

To adjourn the meeting to enable any members of the public who are present to ask questions of the Council in accordance with Standing Order 89.
There were no public questions.
08/68
To appoint Statutory or Standing Committees:

A
STRATEGY
B
PLANNING

C
FINANCE 

D
OPERATIONS
E
PAVILION

Committee Structures as at May 2008
Strategy


All Councillors
Finance


Canon Williamson, Mr Beattie, Mr Shannon, Reverend Paterson, Mr Rowton-Lee, Ms Woods.


Mr Greaves, Mr Hill
Planning


 Mr Tindale, Mr Beattie, Mr Lane, Mr Shannon, Mr Rowton-Lee, Mr Hill, Ms Woods,




 Mr Hill, Mr Greaves, Mrs Nicholson, Mrs Tolan, - co-opted member Mr Barber
Operations


 Mr Beattie, Mr Lane, Canon Williamson, Reverend Paterson, Mr Shannon, Mrs Nicholson, Mrs Tolan, Mrs Crookes
Allotment Representative
 Mr Shannon 

Pavilion and Sport Field Committee  
WPC:  Canon Williamson, Mr Beattie, Ms Woods





 Sports Club: Mrs Griffiths, Mr Lloyd,  Mr Yeulet , Mr Hoskins
08/69
To appoint representatives to other Bodies:


“Poors Allotment” and  The Watlington Public Charity Trustees 


Linda Nicholson nominated Martin Edis and Rhian Woods seconded. There were no other nominations.

Resolved: That Mr Edis be elected to serve until May 2012


(It was noted that Mr Barber is to be elected to serve until May 2010).

08/70   Minutes of the Council Meeting held 8th April 2008.
Resolved;  That these minutes are a correct record (with the addition of Ian Hill being present) and that they be signed by the Chairman.
08/71
Matters Arising.

Watlington Speaks – Steering Committee

A meeting was held this morning on this. Two members of the community, Adrian Garside and Julia Heyworth have agreed to be members of this committee and attended this meeting.


Recreation Ground Advisory Group

Rhian Woods delivered copies of the grant application to SODC .  There is £1M in the fund however they have received applications which total £2M.  On the 10th June WPC has to make a presentation which Rhian Woods is organising.  The SODC Site Visit is scheduled for the 5th June and the SODC Committee should have a recommendation by the 3rd July.  Rhian Woods was thanked for her work on getting us through the first round which is to ensure a site visit.
08/72
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of the Account and proposed that the list of payments be paid.


Resolved:  That the Balance of Accounts and List of Payments be signed by the Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.

08/73
Committee Reports.

A
Projects, Finance, Staff and General Purposes –Tony Williamson


This meeting was cancelled.

B
Planning –15/4/2007and 6/5/2007- David Tindale





Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.

Planning changes at SODC were discussed and feedback was sent to SODC.  However 


we note that the changes proposed were thrown out at SODC and that things remain the 


way they were in the fact that if the Parish Council’s view differs from the SODC 


Officers recommendation then the application will go to Committee.


David Tindale reported that the committee objected to 3 Church Meadows, 5 Sheldon’s 


Piece and 14 Hill Road at the last meeting.


Little Acres Farm – It was noted that their temporary permission has now expired and 


it was agreed that the Clerk inform SODC Enforcement of this. 

      Path leading to West Meadows – A resident has got in touch with us regarding this.
            Tony Williamson to forward the email regarding this to Angie Paterson
C
Environment –15/4/2007- Ian Hill

Resolved: That these minutes be accepted by Council.

Parking on the High Street 


Resolved:  That we ask the County Council to look at parking in the high street in marked bays 

to be limited to 1 hour(instead of 2 hours), in view of the car park to be having some space 

limited to 2 hours.



Village of the Year Competition 


Resolved:  That we look into entering this competition next year and that it be looked at in the 

Strategy Committee.

Car Park – 5 Limited Waiting signs have been ordered. A Ticket machine has been 


reserved for us by SODC. We have the line marking kit in the office.

Bus Shelters at Junction 6 – Work has started on these.
D
Allotments-  AGM – 17th April 2008


The Clerk to ask George Bruce for a report on this.

E         Pavilion  - 7/5/2007 – Tony Williamson
Sports Field Grass Cutting –  following the theft of the tractor,  the Sports Club did not have a satisfactory way of cutting the grass. A contractor had charged £90 for cutting the cricket ground, excluding the square and the football pitch.  The tractor had not been insured, as the cost would have been 75% of the cost of purchasing it. The Club is now trying to get the old mower repaired.
08/74
County Councillors Report.


No report.
08/75
District Councillors Report- Rodney Mann

Strategic Plan-This will be agreed at the Annual Council meeting.
Grants – SODC have £2m requests and £1m to give out.  Rodney Mann said that our application for the new play equipment is a good application. One of the main issues is that the committee need to believe that the money can be raised so that the project can go ahead.
08/76
Request for using Paddock for Mini  Music Festival – Paper was attached to Agenda
Ian Hill has met with the young people who wish to organise this. The date would be 26/6/08 and have lined up a range of bands. They have asked if the Parish Council could look after the public conveniences on this date on a regular basis to ensure that they are kept clean.  They will have security present and insurances in place and will clean up the site after the event.    Linda Nicholson stated that she thought it was commendable of the group to have put so much thought into this.  The local residents will be notified on this event well in advance.
Resolved:  That we support the proposal to have this event subject to all insurances and security being in place.
08/77   Annual General Meeting 24th April 2007
The minutes from this meeting will be available at the next Full Council meeting. The Communications issue that was raised will be referred to the Strategy Committee. Angie Paterson stated that she had received a lot of calls in support of the Parish Council.
08/78    Correspondence –List was circulated with the Agenda
All correspondence has been referred to Committees and was noted. It was agreed that the Clerk look into possibly putting the correspondence onto the website so that Councillors can access it easily.
08/79  Any Other Business


Representation on Other Bodies

Friends of Watlington Library –  Tony Williamson
At the AGM of the Friends of Watlington Library on 9th April 2008, I expressed the gratitude of the Parish Council and the community for the work of Oliver Knowles, who was resigning after 10 years as its chair.  Philip Pinney was elected Chair in his place, and thanked Oliver on behalf of the Friends.

 

The "Friends of Watlington Library" was formed on 24th March 1998 at a meeting in the Town Hall called by the Parish Council Clerk, chaired by the Parish Council Chair and attended by 25 people.  During 1997 the County Council had consulted about the possible closure of Watlington and other libraries, leading to a decision on 12th March 1998 to reduce Watlington library's opening hours from 25 to 21 per week saving £2615 per year.  Before the meeting 69 people has signed a sheet supporting the establishment of the Friends.

 

With Oliver Knowles in the chair the Friends have provided a wide range of support for the library including raising over £45,000. Of this £40,000 has been promised towards the cost of the extension, for which planning permission has now been received."

There being no other Business the meeting closed at 9.30pm and went into Confidential Session to discuss a Possible Planning Issue .
According to:

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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