Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 11th November  2008

Present:


Ian Hill – Vice Chair





Linda Nicholson




Di Tolan





Roger Beattie





Keith Lane





David Tindale






Tony Williamson





Rhian Woods





Nick Greaves
Officer:


Kristina Tynan

Press:



Dan Hearn – Henley Standard

Members of the Public:
7
08/137
Apologies for absence
Angie Paterson, Ed Baker, Charles Rowton-Lee, Barbara Crookes, David Shannon, Roger Belson
08/138 
Chairman's remarks


There were none.
08/139 
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.


David Tindale declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Public Question item as the questions relate to the church hall land and his wife is the Secretary of the PCC. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.

Tony Williamson declared a prejudicial interest in the Public Question item as the questions relate to the church hall land and he is the Project Manager on the church hall land proposed development. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.


Roger Beattie declared a prejudicial interest in the Youth Club grant as he is the Chairman of the Youth Club Committee. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.


Ian Hill declared a prejudicial interest in the Environment Group grant as he is the Treasurer of the Environment Group. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.

08/140 Minutes of Meeting 9th September 2008 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Vice-Chairman.
08/141
Matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
08/142
Public Questions

Questions submitted in advance of the meeting by Tim Horton, Nicholas Payne,and Bea Bradley,Watlington
Nicholas Payne

1. Will the Parish Council commence discussions with the Parochial Church Council and the trustees of the Maria Cooke Trust with a view to establishing new management for the church hall, using either a new trust to administer the church hall and the car park or extending the trust holding of the Town Hall to the church hall and its area, (such an arrangement probably involving an appropriate leasing agreement with the Maria Cooke Trust)?

2. Further, will the Parish council consider establishing a group* (to involve parish councillors and other members of the community with relevant and useful experience) with the remit to:

Tim Horton
1. explore how to make permanent the area known as “The Little Orchard” or “Masons Wood” for its enjoyment as a natural/wildlife place for residents and visitors through new ownership or another lasting arrangement.

2. assess the actual and potential demand for the church hall in the future, using business models for good future management practice (including here hiring arrangements and charges and the needs for promotion).

3. how best to make available to the church community within any new arrangements for the hall and car park, the use of these facilities on a guaranteed basis (e.g. for services, including here weddings, baptisms and funerals).

4. assess (in conjunction with the Parochial church Council) the needs for burial plots in Watlington into the future.

5. assess the possibilities under new trusteeship arrangements for the modest development and modernisation of the hall site (through extension/replacement), including the availability of possible external funding for new construction and, in the light of the needs of present and potential users for improved catering, storage, health and safety and other aspects?

*
Such a group to have the use of the clerk and/or her assistants for supporting and servicing the work of the group.  The group should report to the Parish Council at least on an interim basis by March 2009 and to all residents by and at the AGM of the Parish in April 2009.


Nick Payne stated that in the context of the Church Hall as it is proposed for demolition by the Church Authority to make way for housing to pay for the developments in the Church, he feels that the Church Hall offers a lot to the local community It is used practically every evening and most days of the week, and feels that it should not just be demolished. He asked that the Parish Council commence discussions with the Church.   The Parish Council has a lot of influence as to what happens in this location.


Tim Horton gave apologies on behalf of Bea Bradley who could not be present. He stated that the Church Hall issue has not been on a Parish Council agenda after 3 months of public discussion in Watlington regarding, what is done to St Leonards Church and what response the Parish Council would have on the impact of the loss of the Church Hall on the surrounding area. We think that this is an issue that the Parish Council should be asking questions about. This Council does a good job, has taken over the car park, has a new community office etc.  It needs to stand up and not wait for a planning application.  The Church Hall is a major facility, conveniently located, it is vital that these facilities should be maintained.  The Church Hall whilst it is neglected which is leading to a fall in use.  It would be appropriate for the Parish Council to look into this issue and review the amount of burial and cemetery space in the Town. Would ask if you would draw up a group with expertise of community members who are abundant in this town. 
Ian Hill said that the Church reviewed its burial space in 1995 which came up with the recommendation to open up the area at the back of the church so we do not need to look at this issue.  The Parish Council could take up a position as to what the PCC feels on the future use of the Church Hall and the Church. There are no plans to discuss it is just a proposal at present but this future use is an issue at which the Parish Council needs to look at.
Ian Hill said that he recognised the sense in what has been said and asked for approval to take this issue to the next Strategy Committee meeting.

Resolved: That the Strategy Committee reviews the information it has received tonight, the views around the town and makes a recommendation to Full Council about what actions the Parish Council can take as it is the best local organisation to look into this issue.
Questions submitted in advance of the meeting by Simon Dew of Audley Cottage, 1 Church Meadow, Watlington

1.Would the Parish Council please outline and clarify its policy on the development of green space in the Watlington Conservation Area?

2.Would the Parish Council please outline the procedure for the residents of Watlington to call a Public Meeting to address the planning authorities?

3.Would the Parish Council please detail the policy regarding conflicts of interest for Councillors considering a planning application?

Mr Dew said that he was concerned about the loss of green space if Mason’s Wood got built on.  He has got up an on-line petition and has 150-200 signatures on this. He feels that the residents have been presented with a fait accompli rather than a consultation. He said he appreciated that a planning application may be some way off and that is why he wrote the questions to the Parish Council.
Ian Hill responded that the area in question is designated as an important open space in the SODC local plan as well as being in the Conservation Area. The Parish Council abide by the SODC local plan. The Parish Council is consulted on planning applications but SODC take the ultimate decision using the SODC guidelines. The Watlington Parish Council planning committee use the SODC policies and would for example cite policies G5, C7 and C9 relating to the loss of green space within a built up area. The Watlington Parish Council Planning Committee have a reputation of being very diligent in their assessment of planning applications.  It the Parish Council put in a view of Objection and  the SODC officer disagrees the application is then sent to the SODC Planning Committee where it is then discussed by their members. The Parish Council can then speak on the application at this meeting. For an application such as building on the area occupied by Mason’s Wood this course of action would certainly be followed.
As regards calling a public meeting, any member of the public on the electoral roll can call a Public Meeting, they can book the venue, invite people. 

Regarding conflicts of interest, at the start of all parish council meetings councillors are asked to declare any interests .  They are allowed to make representations but then leave the room for discussion and  voting. There is a ‘Register of Interest’ book that must be signed.
Mr Dew said that he has written to both the Church and PCC requesting a meeting for discussing alternatives to what has been proposed.

Linda Nicholson said that Rev Evans had invited the Parish Council to meet with him but only herself and Di Tolan attended.  She has notes about the current ideas of the PCC which Rev Evans stressed where only ideas at the moment. He stated that he wants the public to be involved and give comments to the Church.  We would welcome the Church calling a Public Meeting.

A group of concerned people are worried that nothing from the 2005 survey of the Church Hall was put down on paper as to what the options were and now there is just a proposal to knock down the Church Hall.
08/143 District Councillors Report


No District Councillors report was given.
08/144 
County Councillors Report 


There was no County Councillors report.
08/145 To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


Tony Williamson read out the Balance of the Accounts and proposed that the list of payments be paid.


Resolved:  That the Balance of Accounts and List of Payments be signed by the Vice-Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.

08/146 Committees:

A: FINANCE

There has been no meeting.
B: PLANNING – 4th November 2008- David Tindale

Resolved: That these minutes are accepted by Council as a correct record.


C: STRATEGY- 21st October 2008- Ian Hill/Tony Williamson

Resolved: That these minutes are accepted by Council as a correct record.
Grants -Tony Williamson chaired this item


Resolved: That the following grants be allocated.  It was noted that if these grants are approved there will be an overspend of £36.54 on the budget amount allocated of £4,000.


Organisation






  £


Youth Club






1100.00


CAB







1000.00


Environment Group





  261.54


Air Ambulance





  200.00


Watlington Pre-School





1000.00


*Brownies and Guides




  
  400.00


Oxfordshire Association of the Blind


    
    75.00


Total







4036.54

*this grant is given as part of the transitional cost for this year. There is no guarantee that any further grants will be given in future years.

Resolved: That CAB, Youth Club and the Environment Group be classed as budget items and that they not be part of the general grant process in future years.

It was noted that we have received 2 applications after the deadline. The Clerk will write to them advising them of this.

Resolved: To put on the next Strategy Committee meeting agenda the timetable for grant deadlines for next year.
Traffic Order Consultation

Resolved: That this issue be delegated to the Strategy Committee to send comments to OCC..
OCC Bus Strategy – It is hoped that the article in the Watlington Times will produce some offers from local regular bus users.

D. OPERATIONS – 22nd October 2008 – Roger Beattie
Resolved:  That these minutes are accepted by Council as a correct record.
Best Kept Village Competition 
Resolved:  That we set up a small group to look into entering a competition for next year. They can look into other competitions that are available.

Ingham Lane/Spring Lane – It was noted that this area has been resurfaced.



Police Office Formal Opening – It was noted that this will be  opened by Lady Mogg tomorrow at noon.


D:  ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.
E:   PAVILION – Tony Williamson
Meeting to take place tomorrow – 12th November.
F.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP
Rhian Woods reported that 2 more applications for funding have been sent.  The 

fundraising committee are gearing up for the Christmas Event on the

6th December.
Keith Lane asked if it was legal to sell a book of 5 raffle tickets for £20 when individual tickets are £5 each. No one was able to 100% state the legality of this.
Resolved: That this would be checked with the SODC licensing department.
[12/11/08 :Regarding legality of selling raffle ticket 5 for the price of 4, This was checked with the SODC licensing department and as long as we are registered with the Lotteries and Amusements Act 1976 (which we are) tickets can be sold however and for how much we wish.]


G. WATLINGTON SPEAKS WORKING GROUP – Di Tolan

There has been a meeting with a representative of SODC and ORCC and now 
all their positions are understood. Hoping to get out the questionnaire early in the new year.
There will be consultations with small groups in the community such as the elderly and mother and toddler groups. Tony Williamson stated that questionnaires should be delivered and collected by volunteers. Di Tolan said that they are also hoping to have consultations with surrounding parishes on a range of issues that are pertinent to them eg shopping etc.  There is a meeting scheduled for tomorrow.
08/147
To approve and accept the completed Audit and to present the issues arising from the Audit – information was attached to the Agenda.

Resolved: That the audit is approved and accepted and the issues arising from the external auditor to be discussed by the Finance Committee at their next meeting and any recommendations to be sent to Full Council.
08/148
Correspondence - List was attached to Agenda

Correspondence was noted.

08/149 Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

No Reports have been received.

08/150
To accept the Confidential Note from 14th October 2008 on the issue of the Sports Field Rent.

Resolved: To accept the Confidential Note from 14th October 2008 on the issue of the Sports Field Rent.

08/151
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

The Paper Shop – Tony Williamson has been in touch with the manager of the Co-op and has organised that the windows to be used by the Community.  However he can only get access when the Manager or Deputy Manager is available. Local information will be put up in this location. The Co-op lease is believed to run out at the end of March 09
Resolved: To contact the owner of The Paper Shop to see what the plans are for this shop once the Co-op lease runs out. It was noted that the Chair and Clerk could meet with him confidentially if necessary.
Co-op – A major refurbishment is taking place in the Co-op in the next few weeks.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.20PM
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