Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council 
Held in the Community Office 
at 8pm on Tuesday 14th October  2008
Present:
Councillors:


Angie Paterson – Chairman




Nick Greaves





Di Tolan





Linda Nicholson





Roger Beattie





Barbara Crookes





Tony Williamson





David Tindale





Charles Rowton-Lee





David Shannon



Officer:


Kristina Tynan



District Councillors;

Rodney Mann, Angie Paterson




Thames Valley Police:
PCSO Diane Greenwood



Members of the Public:    
3
08/123
Apologies for absence

Ian Hill, Rhian Woods, Keith Lane, Ed Baker, Roger Belson
08/124
Chairman's remarks

Register of Interests -  The Clerk has issued all councillors with a copy of this form which needs to be filled in.  Can these be handed into the office by the end of October.
Strategy Committee – A list has been compiled of topics for this committee which will put items into agendas during the year.
Procedure at Full Council – Angie Paterson reminded Councillors to put up their hands if they wished to speak on an item and that all votes taken would be by a show of hands.
08/125 
To receive Declarations of Interest 


To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.


David Tindale declared a personal interest in Traffic Orders to alter restrictions under the Strategy Committee, Cuxham Road/Brookside.  He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.

Tony Willliamson declared a personal interest in Traffic Orders to alter restrictions under the Strategy Committee, Britwell Road/The Goggs. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.
08/126
Minutes of Meeting 9th September 2008 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
08/127
Matters arising from the Minutes
Vacancy on Pavilion and Sports Field Committee (Minute 08/118 refers)- It was agreed that Barry Adby be asked if he would like to come back on this committee.
Letter 240 (Minute 08/120 refers) – Angie Paterson has sent through a response on this.
Library Extension (Minute 08/121 refers) – It was noted that invitations to tender for this project have been sent out.  Works are likely to start in February 2008.  There will be a permanent mobile library in Watlington for the duration of the works.

08/128
Public Questions


There were no public questions notified to the Clerk.
08/129
District Councillors Report

Waste Contract – There will be a new contract in operation next year which is being re-tendered at the moment.  Tenders are due in by the end of the month and a decision will be made in early January 2009. Next summer will be the changeover to the new system.  This contract will be a joint contract with The Vale.  It will be a wheelie bin collection system – alternative arrangements will be made for properties which are not suitable to have wheelie bins. The recycling arrangement will be changed – properties will be able to recycle a lot more items including glass. A communication on this will be sent to all residents in South Oxfordshire in the New Year.  There will be different sizes of bins available dependant on what properties require. Sizes will range from 120 litre to 240 litre.
Questions:

KL: Will polystyrene and Aluminum foil be able to be recycled?

RM: Tetra packs  will be on the list, not completely sure of all things on the list but it will be fairly extensive.

LN: What will happen to the redundant bins and green boxes?

RM: Hopefully they will be able to be recycled in some way.

CRL: Will the waste and recycling collection be on a fortnightly basis?

RM:   The food waste will be a weekly collection and the recycling and garden waste collection and any other will be on a fortnightly collection.
KL: With the increase in recyling items what is the cost implication?

RM: Do not know at the moment as do not have final prices.  A business case will be put together and then be anaylsed. When this has been done I can let you know.
RB: Will this mean that there are less vehicles on the road?
RM:As part of the process routes will be looked at however this cannot be done until the tenders are in.

Joint Management Team with The Vale – David Buckle has been appointed as the Chief Executive. The next stage is looking how it will be structured. 3 senior people will be appointed after Christmas. This new arrangement will reduce costs but not reduce any services.  The departments will work out of their current locations unless it is felt it needs changing. There will be a big drive to remove overheads and costs where possible.

Iceland Banks – SODC have been affected by this by £2.5M which is one of the least affected District Councils in Oxfordshire. This amount is about 2.5% of SODC’s assets.  The effect of this on the District is difficult to judge – will limit the amount available to invest in Capital Projects in the future. It will not be an earth shattering effect and will have no effect on the day to day running of the Council.
Planning Process Changes

Angie Paterson stated that there are changes to the process but applications in the AONB and CA will still require planning permission. The changes will not have as much impact in the area as a result of this but it may push up the need for more enforcement officers.

Town and Parish Council Forum – The next one is scheduled for 11/11/08 (our next Full Council Meeting).  Angie Paterson will be attending. The workshops are very interesting. There are 2 places available if any other  councillors are interested in attending.

Air Quality – Angie Paterson reported that looking at the first lot of data it is likely that there will need to be an ‘Air Management Area’ at the end of the year at the Town Hall area.  The full report will not be available until the end of the year but she that thought  we should not wait to look at possible action. Our traffic policy would be in line with this – slowing traffic coming into the town and getting it out of the town quickly.
08/130 
County Councillors Report ( the report below was notified to Angie Paterson by Cllr Roger Belson in advance of the meeting).

Library – reported above.
Britwell Road – The invoices for this work are anticipated to come in around £10,000.  The developer had contributed £15,000 to this scheme.  Roger Belson is checking into what the rules are about an underspend of money for a project given money by a developer are.
08/131
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments


Tony Williamson read out the Balance of the Accounts and proposed that the list of payments be paid.


Resolved:  That the Balance of Accounts and List of Payments be signed by the Chairman and that the list of payments be settled.

08/132
Committees:
A: FINANCE – 23rd September 2008

Precept


Tony Williamson explained that we have had practice of increasing our part of the community charge by the rate of inflation for Band D. It is helpful to start from this basis. The real decision will be made in December but it is a useful to have a working figure to draft the budget for 2009/2010.

Resolved: That Council have a financial limit of 4.8 % which is the RPI figure for 12 months to the end of August 2008 for the year 2009/2010 as a working figure for the budget.

Budget for 2009/2010



Resolved: That the budget be an item on the October Operations meeting (with a report from the Clerk prior to the meeting to show which items look like having an overspend). The budget then to be an item for the November Strategy meeting for them to set a strategy budget for 2009/2010.

The Finance Committee meeting on the 25th November 2008 will then make a detailed budget recommendation to December Council.


Sports Field Rent 


Resolved:  That this item be discussed in Confidential Session at the end of the meeting.
B: PLANNING – 7th October 2008
P08/E1051 The Stables, Chestnut Farm, Cuxham (in the parish of Watlington)


The committee objected to this application but were in favour of the amendment to this application
P08/E0716 Honeysuckle Cottage, 1 Sheldon Piece, Watlington

The committee objected to this as they felt it was a wholly inappropriate design in Conservation Area. Unsympathetic to existing and neighbouring dwellings.



C: STRATEGY
Traffic Orders to Alter Waiting Restrictions – Recommendation needed to send to OCC ( Discussion need to take place only on items not already resolved.
David Tindale stated that if we want to make the deadline for funding we need to resolve this issue tonight which is why it is on this agenda rather than Strategy’s next week.

The background is that he and Ian Hill under the auspices of the Environment Committee conducted a survey on foot and had a series of discussions with Peter Ronald from OCC last year. A range of measures was agreed at Full Council on 11/7/07.  Some of these measures involved traffic orders which is what we are looking at tonight.  Discussions have recently been had with Malcolm Bowler of OCC who has produced this map for discussion tonight.

Shirburn Street

Resolved: 
Removal of 4 spaces outside the Fox and Hounds
Move parking outside of Westfield House (Old White Hart) to opposite side and shorten by 2 car lengths.

Create new bay opposite Orchard Walk on east side of road for 3-4 cars.

High Street 1
Discussion took place whether waiting should refer to Monday-Friday or Monday – Saturday.  Keith Lane proposed Monday –Saturday, Vote 4 in favour, 7 against.

Resolved: 

1 hour maximum waiting to apply Monday to Friday 09.00 – 17.00 for:-

Bay outside butcher’s – (3 cars) – Agreed

Bay outside Post Office – (3 cars) – Agreed

Bay outside barber’s – (2 cars) – Agreed

Bays at bottom of High St. and outside The Granary – no change.

High Street 2

Resolved:

Replace ‘Keep Clear’ marking from edge of Cross Antiques to next driveway down with double yellow lines.
Retain as much parking as possible between paddock entrance and opposite Chapel Street.
Cuxham Road/ Brookside (as marked on map)
Vote: 7 in favour, 3 against

Resolved: That we accept the yellow line markings as on the map

Britwell Road/The Goggs
Diane Greenwood our PCSO has said that there had been no problems here recently with parked cars.

Resolved:  That we do not accept the yellow line markings at this junction.

Brook Street
There was much discussion on this and it was agreed that Malcolm Bowler be contacted regarding the yellow lines in this location and be asked for what he thinks would be the best solution.
Resolved: That discussion take place with Malcolm Bowler with a view to discussing this one area in the Strategy Committee meeting next week.
All these resolutions to be passed onto Malcolm Bowler at OCC tomorrow morning.

D. OPERATIONS – 24th  September 2008


Hill Road – Car Park markings.

Resolved:  That £1000 be allocated from the car park fund to pay for redoing the lining in the car park.

Best Kept Village – Last years application form was given out to members to look at prior to the meeting in which it will be discussed.
Pedestrian Access to Hill Road Car Park-
It was noted that the drain and the manhole cover that had been damaged have now been repaired.

Safety Barrier at Johnson’s Alley – Discussions have taken place on replacing this barrier with OCC,

Shed – This has now been been erected.

Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 22nd October at 10am in the Community Office.

D:  ALLOTMENTS

There are now 5 on the waiting list.
E:   PAVILION – 10th September 2008
It was noted that the Sports Field rent review was discussed.  The Sports Club were very concerned if their payments to the Pavilion Committee were significantly increased and offered to provide their accounts to show their financial position. 
F.  PLAY EQUIPMENT ADVISORY GROUP- Report was attached to 

Agenda -scope and remit from Angie Paterson. Aide-Memoirs attached 
from 18/9/2008, 25/9/2008 and 7/10./2008

Resolved:
a. The life of the Advisory Committee is extended to September 2009.

b. The remit of the Committee be extended to include:

i. To seek to raise the £10,000 contribution from the community under the working title of ‘Friends of Watlington Recreation Ground’ with a small sub-group promoting this.

ii. to progress the project to implementation stage as agreed by the Parish Council.

c. Other aspects of the original outline for the Advisory Group remain as originally agreed.

Charles Rowton-Lee said that this group is highly enthusiastic which is very infectious and some great ideas are coming from the group.  The Funday was an excellent event and it would be good if this could become a regular event.


G. WATLINGTON SPEAKS WORKING GROUP 

Angie Paterson said that she has had discussions with ORCC and the District Council and a meeting will be arranged shortly .  Di Tolan thanked everyone for their input on the draft questionnaire. It was noted that there are 5 other parishes with questionnaire out at the moment. One questionnaire had some 80 questions on it.  There will a lot of things to discuss at the next meeting. Angie Pateson thanked Di Tolan for the huge amount of work she has done on the draft questionnaires.
08/133
Correspondence - List Attached to Agenda


All correspondence was noted. 

08/134
Representation on other bodies – If any reports have been received

No reports were received.

08/135
Possible Planning Issue – to be taken in Confidential Session

Resolved:  That this item is withdrawn.
08/136
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
There being no other business notifed the meeting went into Confidential Session according to:
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
To discuss the Sports Field Rent.  

The Confidential Note on the Sport Field rent from 9/9/08 was accepted by Council

The meeting closed at 9.55pm
(i)   any Member arriving after the start of the meeting is asked to declare personal interests as necessary as soon as practicable after their arrival even if the item in question has been considered.

(ii)   with the exception of the circumstances listed in paragraph 9(2) of the Local Code of Conduct for Members, a Member with a personal interest also has a prejudicial if it is one which a Member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the Member's judgement of the public interest.  In such circumstances, the Member must withdraw from the meeting room, and should inform the Chairman accordingly.

(iii)  it is not practical to offer detailed advice during the meeting on whether or not a personal interest should be declared, or whether a personal interest should also be regarded as prejudicial.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.

Date 8th October 2008         
Signed  Kristina Tynan- Parish Clerk
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