Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council

Held on Tuesday 9th November 2004 

at 8pm in the Town Hall 


Present:

Phil Jackson – Chairman




Roger Harrop – Vice-Chairman




Ted Backhouse




Roger Beattie




Jo Furness




Robert Barber




Angie Paterson




David Tindale




Ian Hill




Keith Lane




Tony Williamson



Officer:

Kristina Tynan

Press:


David Ferguson

District Councillor:
Rodney Mann

04/124
Apologies for absence

Nicholas Payne, Charles Rowton -Lee

04/125
Chairman's remarks

Phil Jackson welcomed Jo Furness to the Parish Council.

Twinning – Alan Craddock has contacted Mr Harrison in Mansle and an initial dialogue has taken place.

04/126 Declarations of Interest

There were none.
04/127
Minutes of Meeting 12th  October 2004

Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record. They were then duly signed by the Chairman.

04/128
Matters arising other than agenda items

There were none.

04/129
District Councillors Report

Phil Jackson welcomed Rodney Mann to the meeting.  Rodney Mann apologised for his recent absences from meetings

Car Park - There is a meeting taking place this week with the Business Association on the issue of the Car Park.  David Dodds, the member responsible for car parks, will be present along with John Backley and others from SODC. It is hoped that Ann Ducker will be able to come along to this meeting.  It will be up to the Business Association to invite the Co-op.


Rodney Mann stated that his concerns have always been about the vulnerability of businesses in Watlington and he will need evidence of the position the retailers say that they are in.  He has had some data but not very much to date. He needs hard facts that support the Business Association’s position.

The SODC survey has shown some increase on off-road parking. The occupancy of the car park is down.

Robert Barber has looked at the car park figures for the last 2 years and he will send his figures on the car park to Rodney Mann.  Robert Barber also asked if Rodney Mann could clarify the current annual ‘profit’ of £200,000 on all car parks in South Oxfordshire.

Regarding suspension of charges over the Christmas period the Cabinet Members could make a decision under delegated powers.

Keith Lane asked if the lack of an inspector in Thame and Wallingford whilst they are in Watlington has affected fines in these areas.  Rodney Mann did not have the figures on this.

Recycling – A survey has been done on Wheelie Bins.  50% of people would like Wheelie Bins and 50% would not.  The biggest issue is collection of green waste, whether this should be a door collection – if so then the skip service would cease.

Glass Recycling – These are bins that are sunk into the ground, 70% of the bin is below ground and 30% is above ground level.  The bins are on a concrete base. This reduces noise and makes the bins a lot more vandal proof.  There has been money from the County Council to put in about 10 bins in various locations.  Chalgrove glass recycling bin had been removed because of noise and nuisance but they have now got one of these new recycling boxes.

Tony Willliamson said that all the traders cardboard is taken and put in a tip and that Hospitals are discussing with Grundon the possibility of recycling  Rodney Mann said that the commercial system does not allow for recyclables at present and that tax on landfills has increased.  He stated that the collection of waste is a big topic and costs are likely to increase for society in general.  RM also said that he is looking into the issue that green bag waste is getting put into landfill sites.  He thinks the system will have to change.

Phil Jackson asked about the situation of rubbish collection in private roads and cited Lilacs Place where the rubbish is all left at the end of the road.  Tony Williamson said perhaps this should be a planning issue when new houses are built.  A copy letter to be sent to RM re Davenport Place residents.

Council Tax  - There is a lot of debate on this at the moment.  It will be dependant on what the Government allows at the end of the month. The thought is that the Revenue budget should not go up higher than inflation.

Seera – There is a significant increase in houses in central Oxfordshire and there has been a lot of debate about where they should be placed.  There will be a consultation in January.

04/130
County Councillors Report  

Nothing to report.

04/131
Suggestions for a Better Watlington 

Affordable Housing - A meeting has been fixed for 29.11.04 at 7.30 in the Community Office.

Travel Survey – Tony Williamson gave out a paper showing the results of the first 50 questionnaires analysed.

Phil Jackson complimented Tony Williamson on his work and said that it would be a very useful exercise.

04/132 To approve the Annual Return from HLV audit and matters arising from it 


Copy attached to agenda.

Resolved:  That the Annual Return is formally approved and the matters arising from it are discussed by the PFS committee.

04/133
SODC – Proposal re Car Park – councillors sent a copy by e-mail.

WPC have received an imprecise offer to take over the Watlington Car Park and they are establishing the facts and figures behind this proposal.  This item to be taken in confidential session at the end of the meeting.

04/134
Committees:

A. PROJECTS, FINANCE & STAFF


Tony Williamson read out the Balances of Accounts and proposed that the accounts for payment be paid.  This was unanimously agreed.


Pavilion – A letter has been received from the Customs and Excise Office confirming that the new build is zero-rated.

B. PLANNING -  19/10/04


Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record.
Phil Jackson reported that the Planning Committee had had an excellent meeting with Paula Fox and that the minutes show a comprehensive record of the discussion which took place, principally on items that WPC have taken a strong stance over, and which were diametrically opposed to SODC’s stance.  Certain applications were looked at because of issues of principle.

Watlington Park – Some of the committee were taken on a guided tour of Watlington Park by the architect working on the proposed alterations, along with an SODC officer. They were impressed by the sympathetic and thorough nature of the scheme.

C. ENVIRONMENT – 26/10/04

Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record.
Ted Backhouse reported that this was a very busy meeting with 2 speaker on the Agenda.  John Backley from SODC on the car park issue and Peter Ronald from OCC to discuss the HGV issue and others.

Chalk Pit

Resolved:  That we accept the Lease from Watlington Park subject to clarification of the termination condition.

D. ALLOTMENTS 

Nothing to report.

04/135 
Correspondence 


Letter no. 447.   Chinnor PC – letter re Community Office – This to be dealt with at PFS.

04/136
Representation on other bodies:


a.Watlington Educational Foundation – Canon Williamson.


There has been a meeting but TW was not in attendance.


b.Icknield Community Education Management Committee-Mr Beattie

Nothing to report.


c.Icknield Community College - Mrs Meddings             


Nothing to report.

d."Poors Allotment" and “Public Charities”-  Mr Barber

Meeting in December. WPC thanks them for the cheque for the Pavilion


e.Watlington Watch - Mr Edis .


Resolved:  To take off list.


f.Watlington & District Age Concern – Mr Backhouse.


They had their AGM last week . Dave Tindale reported that the use of the mini bus has increased.  There has been a waiting list for it for October and November.


g.Watlington Primary School - Mr Beattie

There was a premises meeting last night. Discussion took place on car parking at the end of the school day as there have been two near accidents as there are too many cars for the space.  They are looking at some sort of barrier system.


hWatlington and District Business Partnership – Reverend Paterson


The sterling job that the Watlington and District Partnership did on Radio Oxford was formally noted.


i.Watlington British Legion - Mr Lane

Nothing to report.

.
j.Watlington Youth Committee – Mr Beattie


The pool table is being well used and nails are being painted.


k.NHS Primary Care Trust - Canon Williamson
The PCT are very concerned with 80 returns.  One was from an 80 year old who fell ill out of hours and felt stranded as there was no taxi service.  TW will go and visit him.  Out of Hours system is working very well.


In January there will be a 24 hour minor injury unit open in Abingdon – this is a significant development. The number of people going to A&E is going up and up. However the number of minor and serious injuries remain the same.


Care Home – TW was very impressed with what he has seen at the care home


04/137
Any Other Business at discretion of Chair

Co-option onto Planning Committee


Resolved:  That Rhian Woods be co-opted onto the Planning Committee.


Memorial Club

Phil Jackson reported that the trustees are very conscious of what they need to do to bring the club more into the community.

They have specifically requested that WPC co-operate with them and they welcome suggestions to improve membership.  They had their AGM 3 weeks ago and there will be some changes made.

Resolved:  That we link them to our website.

Pavilion

Building is going on very well.  At the moment the project is on schedule. However there has been some vandalism on the site, which has been reported to the police.  WPC intend to replace the old skateboard track and will be speaking to the young people regarding this.


Icknield School 

Roger Harrop asked for volunteers to do mock interviews with the children at the school on Friday 19th November.
The Meeting then closed at 9.45on and went into confidential session to discuss the Car Park issue according to:

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public

be excluded from the meeting for items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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