Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council  

held in the Community Office at 8pm 

on Tuesday 13th November 2007
  

Present:


Angie Paterson – Chair





Charles Rowton-Lee





David Tindale





Ian Hill





Ed Baker





Roger Beattie





Nick Greaves





Barbara Crookes





Linda Nicholson


Di Tolan (after co-option item and signing of Acceptance of Office)

Officer:


Kristina Tynan

Members of the Public:
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129/07
Apologies for absence

Keith Lane, Tony Williamson, Rodney Mann
130/07
Co-option onto Council- Application received from Di Tolan 

Resolved: It was unanimously agreed that Di Tolan is co-opted onto the Parish Council.

131/07 
Chairman's remarks

Angie Paterson said that she was delighted that we now have a full complement of 14 Parish Councillors.
132/07  
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were none.

133/07
Minutes of Meeting 9th October 2007  to be signed as a correct record
Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.


Matters arising from the Minutes

There were none other than agenda items.

134/07
Public Questions

To adjourn the meeting to enable any members of the public who are present to ask questions of the Council in accordance with Standing Order 89.


Ted Backhouse had put the following public question:

As members of the Library keep asking staff ‘What is happening regarding the library extension?’ Can you confirm if any plans have been submitted to SODC Planning Committee ?
Angie Paterson stated that she had only received today from Roger Belson, our County Councillor a copy of the plans that they intend to submit.  She said that a copy of these would be sent to Ted Backhouse.

135/07
District Councillors Report – Angie Pateson
Angie Paterson reported that there are a number of issues coming up which the Parish Council need to look out for.  One will be a Consultation on the Issues and Option for Planning for the Future which will be critical for the District Council for the next two years.  The Parish Council will be sent a consultation document within the next few weeks.

136/07
County Councillors Report 

There was no report.

137/07
To receive the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments

The Clerk read out the Balances of Accounts.  Angie Paterson proposed that the Accounts for Payment be settled.


Resolved:  That the Accounts for Payment be settled.

138/09
Committees:
A. PROJECTS,FINANCE & STAFF-30/10/07 – Angie Paterson

Recreation Ground Play Equipment – Advisory Committee


Resolved:  That we use the following procedure for the Advisory Committee for review of use of space and provision of equipment in Recreation Ground. 
Remit

The purpose of the Advisory Committee will be to review the use of space and the provision of play equipment in the Recreation Ground.

Scope

The Advisory Committee will exist for the duration of the task which will be no later than April 2008 and sooner if the task is completed earlier. 

The Committee will undertake full consultation with the community ensuring that it is structured so as to give every opportunity to all groups for input. 

It will take advice from experts available through various bodies such as SODC and OPFA.
The Committee will seek to ensure that the views of the community are fairly and properly represented in the review of the data from the consultation.

The Committee will liaise with the appropriate committees of the Parish Council as necessary and report to Full Council in writing. 

Membership

The Advisory Committee will include the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and members of the public as deemed appropriate to ensure full involvement of interested parties. If possible it should include representatives from parents, young people, and youth club. 

A group of 10 people is suggested to ensure coverage and sufficient attendance at each meeting of the group. However the exact number will be left to the discretion of the Committee under the guidance of the Chairman and Clerk of the Parish Council.

The group is to decide its own frequency of meetings as necessary to complete the task.

Members of the Committee should declare their personal interest in the project to ensure complete openness of information. 

Powers

The Advisory Committee is not a decision making Committee and will be required to make recommendations to the Parish Council. The Parish Council reserves the right to seek further information as it deems necessary.

The Advisory Committee may make use of the Parish Office facilities. 

The Advisory Committee will need to seek approval from the Parish Council for any expenditure. 


The first consultation took place last Saturday 10th November in the Pavilion, which had a good response.  The display is now up in the Community Office.  Rhian Woods is chairing the Advisory Committee.


Parish Plan


Some years ago the Parish Council undertook the ‘Suggestions for a Better Watlington’ which was essentially a Parish Plan.   Having agreed that we had done all we could on this we are now operating without a Parish Plan.  Angie Paterson suggested that we undertake a Parish Plan during the next year.


 (The Final Summary Document of ‘Suggestions for a Better Watlington is attached to these minutes)

Resolved:   That we undertake to do a Parish Plan during the next year, 2008.

Complaints Procedure – The Parish Council now has a formal complaints procedure in place.
B. PLANNING –9/10/07 and  6/11/07- David Tindale
The Planning Committee objected to P07/E1127 Britwell Hill Farm, Britwell Salome 
and SODC Planning Committee have refused this application.
P07/E1365 8 Prospect Place, The Planning Committee have objected to this revised application and have asked the District Councillor to take it to committee if the officer recommendation is to approve.  

It was also noted that we will receive a new application for Land East to Meadowcourt in the next few weeks.
C. ENVIRONMENT  - 16/10/2007 – Ian Hill
Traffic Policy
A meeting has taken place with Peter Ronald from OCC.  All items not needing a Traffic Order he has put a order in for and should be put in place within the next few months.  Items that need a traffic order will take more time.

Bus Shelters at Junction 6

A meeting has been arranged for 27th November.  Ian Hill to attend as the representative for Watlington Parish Council.

D. ALLOTMENTS

Nothing to report.

E. PAVILION – 17/11/2007 – Roger Beattie
Business Rates – Still awaiting a response regarding the Community Amateur Sports Club Status.
E.    AFFORDABLE HOUSING- Angie Paterson
The formal handover to the shared ownership and rental occupiers was delayed for 2 weeks but people have now moved in.  There was a problem with 2 properties which developed leaks.  The official opening is on the 5th December to which Councillors have been invited.  All occupiers are from Watlington apart from 1 family.  Angie Paterson said that she hoped that this family would be welcomed and made part of the community.
As a Central Government Initiative, Housing Association properties are going to be made more transparent by people being able to access and look at what properties are available to rent.  However the Housing Register will still make the allocations.
139/07
Committee Membership

Resolved:  That Linda Nicholsan and Di Tolan become members of the Planning Committee and that Ed Baker and Barbara Crookes become members of the Environment Committee.


140/07
Correspondence 


Letter 815 -  Jeff Wynne- Watlington Times – All Councillors to have their photos taken and to write a précis about themselves for the December Issue.  Deadline in the 5th December.

141/07
Representation on other bodies 
Watlington Education Foundation – Report sent in by Tony Williamson

The Trustees have drawn up the following   criteria, particularly in relation to the schools use of block grants made to them by the Trust .  The 3 Criteria:(based on the purpose of the Trust) are -
 
 1) promoting the education (including social and physical training) of young
 persons who have not attained the age of 25 years,
 
 2) who in the opinion of the Trustees are in need of financial assistance
 
 3) and who are resident in the Parishes of Watlington, Pyrton, Shirburn,
 Cuxham, Brightwell Baldwin or the village of Britwell Salome.
 
 For those who meet criteria 2 and 3, grants can provide Clothing, Equipment for the benefit of the pupil, Travel costs (eg on school visits), Maintenance costs (eg on school visits). Other things agreed with us for the benefit of a pupil.
  
 Accountability 
 Recognising the schools cannot give the Trustees names or addresses of pupils or
 provide information which would enable the Trustees to identify individuals,
 an 'end of year report' has been agreed, listing for each grant made with the money       sent to the school -
 1 a reference number
 2 confirmation that the person is resident of one of the parishes
 3 a broad statement of the type of financial need
 4 the help provided and its cost.
 
This is aimed both to help the trustees, who are accountable for the
trust's funds and to confirm to the school that the grants they were making and the people granted are in line with the Trustees' policy and duty.

 
142/07
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

Parish Council Xmas Reception  - This is taking place on the 14th December.

Memorial Club – Angie Paterson is keeping abreast of developments by the new Chairman of the Club.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9PM
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