 Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee Held on Wednesday April 29th

2009 at 10.00am in the Community Office

Present:
Councillors:


Roger Beattie – Chairman




Ted Backhouse





Barbara Crookes





Keith Lane





Di Tolan





Tony Williamson

Officer:


Kristina Tynan
30/09 
Apologies for Absence


Linda Nicholson, Angie Paterson tendered their apologies.
31/09
Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th March 2009 were accepted by Council on the 14/4/2009

Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman
32/09
Declarations of Interest


There were none.
33/09
Matters arising


Johnson’s Alley – Safety barrier issue


This alleyway is not adopted and therefore the County Council cannot spend any money on this.  However OCC will consider putting some wooden bollards and a sign advising drivers that there is an entrance coming up on the Spring Lane entrance to this alley.  The Clerk to check where the location of these bollards would be envisaged and also where the sign would be placed and bring information back to this committee.
34/09
Outstanding Issues 
Emergency Plan – Roger Beattie working on and has nearly got this completed and it should be ready for the next meeting.
Community Office Insulation – Keith Lane and Ted Backhouse are still looking into if there are any available grants for this.
Car Park – Maintenance – this is being planned at present. Roger Beattie and Keith Lane are looking into the possibility of hiring a sweeping machine. Berinsfield are primed for cutting the hedges when they can get access to them ie when there are no parked cars. Discussion took place about the possibility of closing the car park for a weekend day and this was thought would be very difficult to do.  It was agreed to look into the possibility of doing the works over a couple of evening when it is known that the car park has very few cars parked in it. The works that need doing prior to the new lining taking place is clearing the edges (usually impossible to get to due to parked cars) cutting the hedge back and general litter clearance.  It was noted that the grass area behind the bottle banks has been cut and cleared and also the edging to the outside has been cleared and the yellow lines are now visible.  These works have made an improvement to the look of the car park.
Gritting/Salting areas –  The reply which has been sent by our insurance company, Allianz Cornhill, states

‘We would only expect the Parish Council, to consider gritting/salting area for which they are solely responsible for. 

However we must stress to the Parish Council that if they introduce this salting/gritting for areas they are responsible for, they must maintain this procedure and have a system of check in place to ensure that it is done so that they minimise the risk of being negligent for omitting to salt/grit.

These checks must be logged and recorded’. 

Discussion took place on this and the committee agreed to seek views from other Councils and OALC. The committee had the following:

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That Watlington Parish Council do not have a policy on gritting/salting but if salt is available that we do what is reasonable.
Public Liability Level – response has been sent by our insurance company, Corhill Allianz that they cannot comment on the Limit of Public Liability. 
Resolved: That the Clerk asks OALC and Nick Greaves to comment on this issue.

35/09
Property

Town Hall
1.Electrical Works – Still awaiting a response from Milners and Sons regarding if it is possible to earth the existing covers. Ted Backhouse commented that while looking around the town hall there are a number of different covers being used.

2.Bench under Town Hall – refurbishment needed – Awaiting quotes.
3. Striking of the Town Hall Clock – The striking system of the clock failed about 7 months ago and our clockman Christopher Gamester had to take the part off site to repair.  A week ago he replaced the fixed unit and the clock started to strike again on the hour (24 hours a day).  After the first night we had a complaint from a local resident that it kept her grandchildren awake. Roger Beattie and the Clerk took the immediate decision to stop the striking until a committee could discuss this issue. It was noted that it was unfortunate that it took so long to repair that residents had time to get used to it not stiking.  However a number of residents has said that they would like the clock to strike again in Watlington as it has been missed.  The Clerk reported that at present the clock can either strike or not.  However there is part which could be bought at an approximate cost of £500 which could then be set so the clock strikes for a certain amount of hours. 
The committee discussed this issue and 

Resolved: That we put an article about this into the Watlington Times asking residents to comment on this.
4. Trustees of Town Hall – It was noted that this will be on the Agenda for the May Full Council meeting and the Town Hall will then no longer be responsible for making decisions on the Town Hall.
36/09
Open Spaces


1. Paddock –Grass Cutting


It was noted that the long grass areas are being cut slightly too short.

Resolved: That we ask Berinsfield Community Business to let us know the next time they are going to cut the grass so we can meet them on site to give them the height of the cut of the long grass.
2. Mansle Gardens – Planting and possible Sculpture to mark the 20th Anniversary.
The Twinning Committee have been asked for ideas for planting in this area. We are awaiting their comments.
Discussion took place on a possible sculpture and it was agreed in the first instance to contact Peter Foster for his ideas on this. 

3. Gates to Entrances to Town – Quote from Harvey Batten and Berinsfield Community Business have been received.  We are still awaiting the one from Scion Estates. Discussion took place about whether they are still doing the job that we intended them to do and if it would be worthwhile spending approximately £1500 on their refurbishment.

Resolved: To pass this issue onto Strategy Committee.

4. Recreation Ground 

National Play Day – August 5th 

We have just received the planning kit and application for grant. The Clerk to set up a meeting with interested organisations in the town to get their ideas. Councillors interested in attending this meeting are Di Tolan and Barbara Crookes along with Roger Beattie. Once a plan has been agreed we will send of a grant application. It was agreed that we only do what we get a grant for, there will be no cost to the Parish Council. 
37/09
Bus Stops in the Town

OCC has received a request for an additional bus stop on Cuxham Road.

A site visit took place during the meeting.


Resolved: That we ask the bus operators for their comments on this.
38/09
Best Kept Village
An initial meeting to be set up for Wednesday June 10th. This to be publicised by posters and in the Watlington Times.
39/09 
Correspondence

1. Nick Greaves – re Police Lease- Nick Greaves advised that the Police should pay the legal cost for Watlington Parish Council.
Resolved: That the Clerk contact Thames Valley Police regarding this.

2. Came & Company – offering insurance for Parish Councils- Noted.

3. W Hookey – re parking outside bays in the car park- This was discussed and the Clerk reported that on his regular checks Bob Thomas has a notice which he places on any cars that are in breach. It was also agreed to put up a poster stating that cars should only be parked in marked bays.
40/09 Any Other Business


Wheelie Bins – It was noted that these bins have been delivered but there a number of them which remain on the pavements. Our caretaker has been out and fournd out which properties these bins relate to and this information has been passed to SODC.

Dog Fouling in the Sports Field –  The Pavilion and Sports Field Committee are looking into having some signs made up regarding this.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 11.25AM
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