 Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee Held on Wednesday June 24th
2009 at 10.00am in the Community Office

Present:

Councillors:



Roger Beattie – Chairman






Di Tolan






Angie Paterson






Ted Backhouse






Barbara Crookes

Officer:



Kristina Tynan

Members of the Public:

1
In attendance:


Barry Adby
1. 
Apologies for Absence


Keith Lane

2.
Co-option onto Operations Committee 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That Linda Nicholson and Barry Adby be co-opted onto the Operations Committee
3.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th May 2009 were accepted by Council on the 9/6/2009

Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

4. Declarations of Interest

There were none.
5. Matters arising


Johnson’s Alley – 
The County Council have put in the posts in this location.
6.
Outstanding Issues 

Community Office Insulation Estimates for this to be sought.
TB/RB

Town Hall Light Fittings – The Clerk has chased up Milners regarding this issue.

Community Office – exterior works - Barry Adby to compile a list of works that need to be attended to.
7.
Emergency Plan – Updated version distributed at the meeting.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That we adopt the attached Emergency Plan.
8.
Property
Public Conveniences – Quote from Milners regarding timer for light switches – 2 options given.
These 2 options were discussed.  However it was thought that we seek a quote for a self activated lighting option.
9.
Open Spaces

Mansle Gardens – Update report on Artwork/Plaque if information received.
Plaque
Roger Beattie and Ted Backhouse have been to Stokenchurch to look at stone slabs into which the plaque can be mounted. The stone is York Stone and of a natural form. Cost is approximately £20 for a stone about 3.5 feet in height.
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That we purchase a piece of York Stone and that we mount the slate ‘Watlington Plaque’ onto it.
Artwork

Alan Craddock has spoken to the Icknield Community College and they are interested in doing something with the ‘Artist in Residence’ at the Icknield Community College.  It is envisaged that this would be on a board which could then be mounted at Mansle Gardens.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That we formally ask the Icknield Community College to produce a piece of artwork for Mansle Gardens and the the Parish Council pay for the cost of the materials.

Recreation Ground 

1.August 5th National Play Day –  ORCC have awarded a grant of £375 for the activities on this day.  A meeting has taken place and plans are in hand.
2. Screening of Recreation Ground – Love Lane side – It was noted that the rubbish and brambles are been cleared in this area.
Resolved:  That we ask our Tree Warden for advice as to what should be planted and then plant screening at the appropriate time. It was thought that evergreen planting would be best.

3. New Grass Cutting regime for play area

It was noted that the new turf has not taken in some areas and needs careful 
maintenance in the area enclosed by the fencing.

Resolved: That Andrew White maintains this fenced area for a few months and cuts this area by hand.  Berinsfield Community Business will still cut all the areas in the recreation ground. 
10.
Britain in Bloom

‘Britain In Bloom’ entries are invited to engage with the theme of ‘Local Roots’ via their planting styles and themes, projects, fundraising events, publicity exercises and any other community activity that may be appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That we set up an advisory group for this project with the following purpose.
Britain in Bloom Advisory Group

Remit

The purpose of the Advisory Group will be to recommend ways to make lasting improvements to the town through horticultural good practice, environmental friendliness, community involvement and sustainability so that Watlington is in a position to enter the Britain in Bloom Competition in 2010.
Scope

The Advisory Group will exist for the duration of the task which will be no later than August 2010. 

The Committee will liaise with the appropriate committees of the Parish Council as necessary and report to Full Council. 

Membership

The Advisory Group will include Members of the Parish Council and members of the public as deemed appropriate to ensure full involvement of interested parties.
Exact numbers of membership will be left to the discretion of the group. The group is to decide its own frequency of meetings as necessary to complete the task.

Members of the Group should declare their personal interest in the project to ensure complete openness of information. 

Powers

The Advisory Group is not a decision making Group and will be required to make recommendations to the Parish Council. The Parish Council reserves the right to seek further information as it deems necessary.

The Advisory Group may make use of the Parish Office facilities. 

The Advisory Group will need to seek approval from the Parish Council for any expenditure. 

11.
Tree Warden – Vacancy Available
In the next few months we need to think of a suitable person who would be willing to take on this role. 

12. 
Correspondence (attached to Agenda)
1. P Catchpole – re tree outside 47 Brook Street.- This has been passed onto our Tree Warden, Robert Barber to comment on.

2. Milners and Sons – Quote for Public Conveniences- Discussed above.
13.
Any Other Businesses

 Verges – It was noted that in some areas they are obscuring the visionsplay.             The clerk to pass on the affected areas onto the County Council.



           Britain in Bloom- This to be added onto the Forward Plan.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.45AM
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