Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee held on Wednesday 24th September July 2008 at 10.00am in the Community Office

Present:
Councillors:



Roger Beattie – Chairman






Keith Lane – Vice-Chairman






Ted Backhouse






Di Tolan






Angie Paterson






Tony Williamson (later)
Officer:



Kristina Tynan
35/08 
Apologies for Absence


Linda Nicholson, David Shannon, Barbara Crookes

36/08
Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd July 2008 were accepted by Council on the 

          8/9/2008 

Resolved:  That these minutes were a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
37/08 
Declarations of Interest


There were none.
38/08
Matters arising


Town Hall Bollards – There are one or two parking problems which our PCSO Diane Greenwood and our Traffic Warder are enforcing.


Britwell Road Traffic Calming Scheme – We have had a number of comments made to us regarding this scheme, such as too big a gap at one place between cushions and that the cushions are too low. It was agreed that all members have a look at this scheme and look at it next month once it has been in place for a few weeks.


Resolved:  that we ask our County Councillor, Roger Belson for a breakdown of costs for this scheme, if possible for our October meeting.

New Draft Traffic Order – This will be on the October Strategy meeting agenda. (Since the meeting OCC deadline is tight and it will be discussed at Full Council on 14/9/2008)

Town Hall – The Priority 2 Electrical Risk Assessment, that is required by our Insurance company following our increased amount of cover for the Town Hall, is being conducted tomorrow by Milner and Son.


Watlington.org website – Discussion took place on what other items could be put on this website. Di Tolan suggested that as Watlington is part of the ‘Shakespeare Way’ that mention should be made of it.
39/08 
Outstanding Issues 

Junction 7 Bridge Roadworks – it was noted that these have been postponed to April 2009.

Hill Road – Car Park markings.
Recommendation to Council:  That £1000 be allocated from the car park fund to pay for redoing the lining in the car park.
Car Parking Spaces behind Library – the overgrown foliage in this area is the responsibility of OCC Property Services and the Clerk has requested that they be cut back.
40/08
Property

Fire Risk Assessment –  It was noted that these have been completed for the Community Office, Town Hall and Pavilion.  The reports need to be read through for recommendations of actions needed.
Community Office – Keith Lane to look into whether this building has cavity insulation.
Public Conveniences – Ted Backhouse stated that a number of people have said to him how clean they are kept and what a good facility in the town. Angie Paterson said that she had had some similar comments.  It was thought helpful that if any residents say anything to a councillor to ask them to put it in writing to the office.
Resolved:  That we put up a notice in the car park noticeboard showing where the public conveniences are.
41/08
Discussion Items

Johnson’s Alley  - Safety Barrier
Ted Backhouse reported that there used to be a barrier at the end of this alley where it meets Spring Lane, but there has not been one in this location for a number of years.
Resolved:  That the Clerk look into this issue with the County Council.

Best Kept Village Competition – Discussion for 2009
Discussion took place on ideas for this.  It was thought that a working group be set up which would have people from the community involved. Roger Beattie to speak to the gardening club.
Resolved: That Roger Beattie put together a paper that can be discussed by the Strategy Committee.
42/08 Open Spaces

Recreation Ground
Rhian Woods and Roger Beattie were congratulated on the success of the Funday which raised the profile of the new play equipment scheme as well as raising funds for this scheme.

Paddock

The long term plan for this will an agenda item for a Strategy Committee meeting. The issue of Herbicides will also be discussed at the same time.
Border at Pavilion on Recreation Ground side – It was noted that this needs attending to .  The Clerk to instruct our caretaker to deal with this.
43/08 
Correspondence

1.  Alan Keen – letter re Church Signs – The Clerk has dealt with this.

2.  OCC – re works on footpath 28 and 29- Noted.

3.
 Barry Adby – re damage to his garden on Tuesday nights – Have spoken to PCSO on this and she is dealing with this.

4.  Mrs Eaton -  re parking in Saunders Close – Have passed this onto the PCSO who has visited and discussed the issue with her.

5.  Allianz Insurance – Electrical Risk – We have ordered this to be done by Milners- It was noted that this is being done tomorrow.




6. LGP
 - Land at Chalk Pit, Hill Road, Love Lane, Willow Close and Cuxham Field -  The transfer of these have been held up.  – Nick Greaves is dealing with this.

7. SODC – Tree Wardens Annual Forum – passed to our tree wardens

8. OCC – Ridgway Traffic Survey figures to July 2008 – These figures come out monthly and were noted.  Roger Beattie stated that this issue has been added to the Neighbourhood Action Group agenda.
44/08Any Other Business

Watcombe Road Potholes near Hill Road end – The County Council have been informed of these and are looking into whose responsibility they are. 
New Play Equipment Scheme – It was noted that a tree trunk has been introduced into this scheme.  The advisory group must recommend to Full Council any changes to this scheme so that the Parish Council can discuss them.

It was agreed that the Parish Council be briefed at Full Council each month of progress.

Future Meetings – It was agreed that these meeting to start at 10am.
The Paper Shop – It was noted that this property is now owned by the Co-op. Resolved:  That a letter be sent to the Co-op asking for their plans for this shop as it is one of the hubs of our local community. It was also agreed to send a letter to Sue and Joe giving our appreciation for the significant input they have given to the community.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 11AM
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