WATLINGTON PAVILION AND SPORTS FIELD COMMUNITY
Minutes of the 25th Meeting held on 3rd October 2007 at 8pm in the Community Office.


1. Present
Sports Club members

Chris Allen, Sandra Griffiths, Malcolm Hoskins
Parish Council members

Roger Beattie, Tony Williamson, Rhian Woods 


2. Apologies

Mick Lloyd




3. Declarations of interest –  None.


4. Rate Relief.


4.1. The PFS Committee of the Parish Council had decided on Tuesday to recommend the full Council on 9th October to enter into a lease with the Sports Club, if it becomes a Charity or a  Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC). This would make the pavilion eligible for a mandatory reduction of 80% in the Business Rates, with the possibility that SODC might provide a discretionary reduction of the remaining 20%.  It was agreed that Tony Williamson, assisted by Nick Greaves, should draw up Heads of Terms, before solicitors were brought in. 

4.2. Tony Williamson had circulated some ideas on “Heads of Terms” after discussing these with Nick Greaves

4.3. Rhian Woods tabled copies of the Ordnance Survey plan of the Recreation Ground and Sports Field.

4.4. Malcolm Hoskin reported that the Sports Club Meeting on Monday 1 October was not well attended but had agreed in principle to proceed with CASC status and to investigate a lease.  However they were very concerned with some aspects of Tony’s note on “Heads of Terms”.
4.5. it was noted that the Pavilion and Sports Field Committee’s budget, to be decided on November 7th, would be very important.
5. Action agreed 
Tony Williamson would approach both Meryl Smith (ORCC) and SODC to see if there are ways in with the Sports Club, as a CASC, could take over responsibility for the rates and obtain rate relief, without entering into a lease.

5.1. Sports Club members would pursue CASC status
5.2. Sports Club would seek advice from Oxfordshire Football Association
5.3. Roger Beattie would find out how a privately owned sports facilities in High Wycombe, used by a number of sports clubs and charities, avoided paying rates.


6. Next steps – members would report to each other by email and meet again when appropriate.
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