
Minutes of the Meeting of the Strategy Committee held in the Community Office
  on Tuesday 17th June 2008 at 8pm

Present:




Councillors:


Ian Hill – Chairman





Di Tolan – Vice-Chair





Nick Greaves





Angie Paterson





Rhian Woods





Linda Nicholson 
Officer:


Sarah Pullen
11/08
Apologies for absence

Barbara Crookes, Roger Beattie, Keith Lane, Tony Williamson, Ed Baker, Charles Rowton-Lee.
PRIVATE 
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12/08
Minutes of the Strategy Meeting held on 20th May 2008 received by Council 10/6/08 to be signed as a correct record.
Resolved:  That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

13/08
Declaration of Interests


There were no declarations of interest.

14/08
Short Discussion Issues 


Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 

SODC is carrying out a review of open space, leisure and recreation facilities across the district.  Would like the parish council’s opinion on audit of facilities, proposed standards and what the priorities are.  


Email comments were sent by Di Tolan, Linda Nicholson, Rhian Woods and Tony Williamson.  These comments were discussed and the following points noted:
· This report excludes schools’ facilities which do not have dual use policy

· In deciding priorities we need to take into account accessibility to areas such as Oxford

· Prioritise Play Equipment for the recreation ground
· Accessibility of Open Space includes availability of cycle routes.  Under this topic it was worth looking at Nicholas Paynes ‘cycling’ report from a few years back  especially re a cycle route to Lewknor

The questionnaire was completed at the meeting and will be held on file.


Action Needed


The Clerk to send form off to SODC.


Windmill Piece Development - The Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership has asked that we complete the questionnaire on this. 

The Questionnaire was completed at the meeting and will be held on file.


Action Needed


The Clerk to send form of to the ORHP.


Communications between the Parish Council and the Community

The Parish Council was criticised at the AGM regarding communications with our parishioners.  We need to start discussions to address any ways in which we can improve our communications.  It was agreed that this issue to be raised with Watlington Speaks. 
Our primary means of communication are the Web Site and the Watlington Times, but this does not reach everybody in the Parish. A number is suggestions were raised for example should we have an email distribution list for reports; have a Parish Council stand at local events; highlight our website address in all Watlington Times reports; provide a photocopy page of the report submitted to the  Watlington Times for the Library/Surgery. 
Action Needed

It was agreed that we do not have the time or resources to format a special report but that the text sent to the Watlington Times could be issued in that form.

It was agreed to give our Watlington Times Report to Library/Surgery – Di Tolan will distribute to the Library and Linda Nicholson to the surgery.  If any Councillors can help in any way please contact the Office. 
15/08 
Main Topics for Discussion 


Grants – Strategy for 2008/2009 grant allocation 

Last year there were several discussions over three different committees on this issue.  Last year it was decided to give larger grants to a smaller number of organisations.  Should we consider ‘start up’ grants for new organizations?  Should we give a couple of large grants to 1 or 2 organisations? 


Resolved: That we publicise in the Watlington Times and state what we gave last year and inviting organisations to apply this year. It was agreed that we do not write to individual organisations. Agreed to advertise in July and August Watlington Times and applications to be in by 7th September for Strategy meeting on September 16th.  Applications that are not complete will not be eligible.  Agreed that we appoint a Councillor to look at them as they are received to check eligibility prior to the meeting.

Action Needed


To prepare a note based on the criteria.  Application form needs to be looked at in the next Strategy meeting.  The Clerk to email the form to all Councillors.  Rhian Wood to draft the new criteria.


South East England – Review of Sub-Regional Allocation of Primary Land Won Aggregates in the South West- Questionnaire deadline 8/8/08

Action Needed


That Angie Paterson responds to this Consultation

Oxfordshire NHS PCT – Strategic Commissioning Framework for Dental Services in Oxfordshire – read about priorities at www.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk – deadline 20/6/08

Discussion took place on this.  It was stated that one can wait a long time for appointments in Watlington.  The Watlington Dentist is not taking on any new patients.  There is definitely a need here with 2 large schools in Watlington.  There are a large number of people who do not go to the Dentist. Perhaps a mobile dental service which could screen people who do not have a dentist.

Action Needed


David Tindale to circulate some draft points so that a response can be sent.


Response Agreed after Consultation with Members:


The document covers the need for all residents to have “access to high quality personalised, safe and appropriate dental care”. It states that “currently 47% of Oxfordshire’s population access NHS dentistry compared to the average for England of 54%”.

Firstly, the aims expressed in the consultation document are very worthy and would undoubtedly assist in improving NHS dental care in the county, but no specific mention is made regarding what we regard as the key issue, namely providing more NHS dentists by offering a contract which is attractive to them.

 
Secondly, Watlington is regarded as being one of the least deprived (i.e. best served) areas for NHS dental care, despite the local NHS dental practice only accepting new patients under age 18. We believe this priority assessment should be reviewed. With so many elderly people and children we think we are not well served. It can take months (not just weeks) to get a non urgent appointment with the Watlington dentist. They do not have the resources to cope with the demand. The next nearest NHS dental practice is in Stokenchurch in Buckinghamshire, and is not accepting any new patients. The second next nearest is in Wallingford, over ten miles away, which is accepting new patients. Insufficient public transport is available to either destination.

 
We would suggest that a mobile dental screening unit would be a beneficial and practical step forward. We believe that such units go to local schools, but feel it would be of great value if they could be accessed by everyone. Such a service would be of huge benefit to Watlington: it could be made available to more vulnerable sections of the community, and would help to encourage those who have simply fallen out of the system to at least have regular checkups. Another suggestion would be for a more frequent part-time dental surgery based at the doctors’ surgery. We are aware that in a in a number of doctors’ surgeries in other areas, a visiting dentist holds regular clinics one or two days a week. This has provided a very beneficial and effective service.  
(Sent after the Meeting once agreed with Councillors) 

16/08  
Correspondence 


1.  Wycombe Development Framework Core Strategy: Publication of Inspectors Report – letter attached. – This letter was noted.
17/08
Any Other Business to note


Response to County Council re Bus Services – Have received copy of old Chapter 3 from Neil Timberlake and Ian Hill is going through this 70 page report.  All Councillors to send comments if they have any to Ian Hill.  


Action Needed


Ian Hill to send response to OCC once he has gone through the report.


Councillors Holidays – It was asked that Councillors inform the Clerk when holidays are booked.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.25PM
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