Minutes of the Meeting of the Strategy Committee Held in the Community Office
at 8pm on Tuesday  21st October 2008

Present:

Councillors:



Ian Hill - Chairman






Angie Paterson






Tony Williamson






Rhian Woods (left meeting after grants item)





Roger Beattie






Keith Lane






David Tindale






Nick Greaves

Officer:



Kristina Tynan
Members of the Public:
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25/08
Apologies for absence

Linda Nicholson, Barbara Crookes, Ed Baker, Di Tolan, Charles Rowton-Lee, David Shannon.
PRIVATE 


tc  \l 2 ""
26/08
Minutes of the Strategy Meeting held on 15th July 2008 received by Council 9/9/08 to be signed as a correct record.
Resolved: That these minutes are a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

27/08
Declaration of Interests

Roger Beattie declared a prejudicial interest in the Youth Club grant as he is the Chairman of the Youth Club Committee . He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.
Ian Hill declared a prejudicial interest in the Environment grant as he is the Secretary of the Environment Group . He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.

28/08
Short Discussion Issues 

1) OALC – County Council Bus Strategy and Transport Issues – (Paper attached marked A)
It was noted that a regular bus user would be useful to have as a transport representative as they would be able to identify people that use the buses.
Resolved:  It was agreed that we defer this item and look into having a small group of bus users who could feed information in to advise us as to responses on buses. It was agreed that we put an article in the Watlington Times to see if there are any interested people. Ian Hill agreed to draft a piece for the Watlington Times.
2) Flooding in South Oxfordshire – Asking for the help of Parish Councils to produce plans. –(Paper attached to Agenda marked C)
Resolved:  Agreed to reply saying that we do not have significant problems with flooding in Watlington and therefore that we do not need to take action at this time. 

3) Making and enforcement of byelaws – Asking for views on the proposed new procedure. Comments needed by 20/11/08.(Paper attached to Agenda marked D)
It was noted that Watlington Parish Council welcome anything that cuts through red tape and bureaucracy.

Resolved: that the following reply is sent:
Q1.  Do you agree with the list of byelaws which we propose should no longer require Secretary of State confirmation?  Yes

Q2. Do you agree that certain byelaws should continue to require confirmation by Secretary of State? Yes

Q3. Do you agree with our proposed seven step outline to make a new byelaw?  Yes

Q4. Is the proposed statutory 21 day consultation period the right length of time for consultation?  Yes

Q5. Do you agree with our proposal that the council will have to publicise the new byelaw once it comes into force?  Yes

Q6. Do you agree with our proposals on resolving challenges?  Yes although these are a bit vague and could create uncertainty

Q7.Do you agree that a Fixed Penalty Notice is the most effective form of enforcement for new transport byelaws? Yes

Q8. Do you agree that the default Fixed Penalty amount should be £75? We do not agree with a single amount.  We think it should be scaled according to the nature of the offence.
29/08  
Main Topics for Discussion 


1) Grants –  2008/2009 grant allocation – (application forms were attached to Agenda– marked E)

There was much discussion on this item. 


RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL (1): That the following grants be allocated.  It was noted that if these grants are approved there will be an overspend of £36.54 on the budget amount allocated of £4,000.

Organisation






  £


Youth Club






1100.00


CAB







1000.00


Environment Group





  261.54


Air Ambulance





  200.00


Watlington Pre-School




1000.00


*Brownies and Guides




  400.00


Oxfordshire Association of the Blind


    75.00


Total







4036.54

*this grant is given as part of the transitional cost for this year. There is no guarantee that any further grants will be given in future years.
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL (2): That CAB, Youth Club and the Environment Group be classed as budget items and that they not be part of the general grant process in future years.
2) Partial Review of the South East Plan: Gypsy and Traveller Accomodation needs.

Questionnaire to be filled in – (Paper attached to Agenda marked B)

Comments needed by 21st November 2008.

Resolved: That Watlington Parish Council put in no formal response to this consultation.
3) Traffic Orders – Brook Street only to be discussed –  Plan was tabled from Malcolm Bowler at OCC with his proposed suggestion
Vote: 4 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstention
Resolved:  That the yellow lines are kept as they are at the present and that there is no change to the current situation.
4) Bollards opposite Town Hall (outside Sherstons) – discussion regarding effectiveness.(email from Rhian Woods and letter from Alan Piper on file)


Resolved:  That we ask Malcolm Bowler to re-look again at this situation.

5) Secretary of State’s proposed Changes to the draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South East of England. (Paper attached to Agenda marked F)

Resolved: These changes were noted but changes do not affect our parish.

6) Review of Watlington Parish Council’s Standing Order – See attached Paper marked G.
It was noted that we changed these last year. David Shannon has been looking at the detail on them and has annotated a copy.
Resolved:  That all Councillors have a good look at these and give written comments to the Clerk before Christmas.  Any necessary revisions should be discussed and agreed and that  revised version be an agenda item for the January meeting of the Strategy Committee. 
30/08 
Correspondence 

National Survey of Third Sector Organisations – Office has filled in due


to deadline.
31/08
Any Other Business 


Naming of Development Land East to Meadow Court.

The developer has put forward a name of ‘Court Close’.


Resolved: That the Parish Council give the name ‘Chequers Close’ to be considered.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.55PM
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